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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Love,  patience  yield  salvation  results 


to  share  God's  love  with  the  families  by  where  few  people  have  a  true  understand  - 
helpmg  them  become  self-sufficient  —  and  ing  of  the  gospel,"  he  said.  "We'd  like  to 
then  waiting  for  them  to  respond  to  the  say  fire  came  down  from  heaven  and  all 
caring  witness.  ,  these  people  made  decisions. 

Using  Southern  Baptist  hunger  and  relief  " But  it  takes  time  and  patience  to  devel- 
funds,  each  family  was  given  a  $10  credit  op  churches  like  this.  When  people  haven't 
toward  the  purchase  of  small  animals.  been  around  Christians,  they  don't  know 

Many  chose  chickens,  ducks  or  turkeys,  what  Christians  are,  so  it  takes  work.  The 
while  some  families  pooled  their  credits  to  people  have  to  see  an  example  lived  out  on 
buy  a  sheep  or  a  pig.  a  daily  basis. 

A  small  herd  of  dairy  cows  provides  "When  they  do  see,  and 
milk  for  children  whose  diets  usually  con-  you  really  believe  what 
sist  only  of  rice  and  beans.  A  new  biogas  that's  when  they  make  a  d 
plant  uses  manure  from  the  cows  to  pro¬ 
duce  gas  to  help  villagers  cook  meals. 

"We're  really  pleased  at  how  people  have 
responded  to  this  opportunity,"  said 
Williams,  an  Alabama  native  who  has  served 
on  Madagascar  since  September  1995. 

"There  is  a  desire  in  each  of  us  to  pro-  Sudan  R- 

vide  for  our  families.  We  try  to  tap  into  that 
desire,"  he  said. 

The  witness  to  God's  love  convinced  a  Ethiopia 

few  of  the  130  families  participating  in  the 
program  to  make  decisions  for  Christ, 

Williams  said. 

That  small  congregation  in  turn  caught  a 
vision  of  what  God  wanted  to  do  in 
Madagascar. 

Members  of  the  new  church  began  visit¬ 
ing,  going  door  to  door  until  they  had 

shared  the  gospel  with  every  family  in  the  V'  Tanzania  .  Indian  Ocean  j 
village.  About  40  people  made  decisions 
for  Christ  in  one  week. 

"These  are  all  adults,"  Williams  said. 

"These  new  Christians  have  begun  to 

evangelize;  and  they  have  seen  results.  }  (V  „  - 

Over  50  people  have  just  accepted  Christ.  -  A 

It's  very  exciting."  J 

—  Now  the  congregation  is  turning  its  A Y 

attention  to  other  villages  in  the  valley,  two  Mozambique  ||  j 

of  which  are  controlled  by  witch  doctors. 

The  church  at  Amboanjobe  is  reaching 
people  for  Christ  who  otherwise  might 
never  have  heard  the  gospel  —  because 
Southern  Baptists  cared  enough  to  minister 
to  physical  needs,  Williams  said. 

"We've  been  able  to  plant  a  church  in  a 
country  that  has  few  Baptist  churches  and 


Hi  >- 
OJVJ 

o  | 

o°u 

OuivO 


Published  Since  1877 


December  5, 1996 
Vol.  120 
No.  43 


SOMAUA 


KENYA 


MADAGASCAR 


A  Fresh  Start  —  When  a  cyclone  left  residents  of  a  Madagascar  village  home¬ 
less  and  destitute,  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  responded  with  a  human  needs 
ministry  aimed  at  helping  the  people  become  selt-sufticient.  About  40  villagers 
made  professions  of  faith  in  Christ  as  aresult  of  the  ministry  and  now  have  turned 
their  attention  to  reaching  nearby  villages.  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Ben 
Williams  (right)  chats  with  a  ‘ —  ‘  ‘  ~ 

What's  in  the 
Record 


Looking  back 


Henry  to  serve  on  committee 

Jim  Henry,  immediate  past  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  pastor  of  First  Church,  Orlando,  is  one  of  20  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  and  scholars  named  to  a  special  US.  State 
Department  advisory  committee  on  religious  liberty  abroad.  The 


Missionary  service  nears 


A  32-year-old  Liberian  man  admits  to  murdering  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  Libby  Tarlton  Senter,  47,  and  her  10-year-old 
daughter  Rachel  after  Robert  Senter,  husband  and  father  of  the  vic¬ 
tims,  offers  the  man  forgiveness. 


Department  advisory  committee  on 

committee  "will  call  attention  to  the  v  JPBHL _ 

cutkm  abroad"  and  is  "expected  to  provide  advkeon  how  to 
bring  about  reconciliation  in  those  areas  where  religious  enmity 
**  *^8**  topeace,"  accordmg^o  aWhite  House  statement. 

ibiy  raise  the  attentS^^^ 


Conventions  roundup 


President-elect  jimmy  Carter  asks  Owen  Cooj 

Yazoo  City  industrialist  and  former  president  of  tf._  _ r 

Baptist  Convention,  to  serve  on  the  committee  that  will  advise  tl 
president-elect  on  political  appointments. 


t,  a  retired 


Lottie  Moo^pffering 


West  Jackson  Church  organizes  Wednesday  night,  Nov.  12,  with 
D.  A.  McCall,  executive  secretafy  of  the  state  convention,  speak- 
ing.  J.  L.  Sullivan  is  called  as  pastor.  A  total  of  26  charter  names  are 
on  the  church  roll,  with  more  to  be  added  next  Sunday. 


ministry 


Nursing  h 


The  legacy  of  the  Heavenly  Book  Visitor 
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sack  'n  site  —  uers  play 

LOTTI6  MOON  ANP  PUT 
THAT  BUCKET  TO  GOOD  US6i 
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ries  are  as  mundane  as  the 
report  of  some  board  meeting. 

Truth  is,  even  the  GA  story  is 
about  the  adventure  of  faith. 
Just  ask  that  GA  director.  She'll 
tell  you,  every  week  with  that 
group  of  girls  is  an  adventure! 

Out  of  groups  just  like  that, 
God  will  call  a  missionary. 

In  that  group  of  unruly  sixth 
grade  Sunday  School  boys, 
taught  by  a  local  insurance 
agent,  will  come  a  future  leader 
of  Mississippi  Baptists. 

Even  the  mundane  board 
meeting  is  an  adventure  of  faith. 
The  people  serving  on  the  boards 
of  our  convention  approve  plans 
for  new  and  renewed  churches 
and  changed  lives. 

For  some  people,  each  year 
brings  the  adventure  of  payirig 
for  Christmas  shopping  and. still 
finding  money  to  give  generous¬ 
ly  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering.  The  result  of  that 
adventure  is  seen  in  souls  the 
world  over  won  for  eternity. 

When  you  think  about  it, 
faith  is  the  only  true  high 
adventure.  To  be  a  part  of  what 
God  is  doing  takes  the  human 
spirit  much  nigher  than  Mount 
Everest.  It  reaches  all  the  way 
to  heaven. 

Plus,  it's  a  whole  lot  easier 
than  saving  money  on  the 
Friday  after Thanksgiving! 


On  the  border  between  Tibet 
and  Nepal  run  the  Himalaya 
Mountains.  In  the  midst  of  this 
range,  there  is  one  pike  which 
rises  29,141  feet,  or  over  five  and 
a  half  miles  above  sea  level. 

This  is  Mt.  Everest,  the  high¬ 
est  place  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

For  decades  mankind  specu¬ 
lated  about  climbing  its  heights. 

Avalanches,  high  winds,  and 
deep  crevasses,  combined  with 
extreme  steepness  and  thin  air, 
made  it  seem  near  impossible,  around  the  country.  Last  year's 
Many  died  trying.  newspaper  reported  the  scene. 

Then,  on  March  10,  1953,  a  At  5:50  a.m.,  the  Wal  Mart  in 
British  expedition  led  by  Sir  Ridgeland  had  150  or  morepeo- 
John  Hunt  started  up  the  south-  pie  crowded  around  the  front 
ern  side,  considered  by  many  waiting  for  the  doors  to  open  at 
as  unclimbable.  6  a.m. 

Establishing  a  series  of  By  7  a.m.,  the  layaway  desk 
camps  along  the  way,  with  a  had  a  line  of  50  people  snaking 
smaller  group  going  forward  its  way  through  bedding  ana 
from  each  camp,  two  men  final-  into  women's  apparel, 
lv  reached  the  summit  on  Mav  By  7:30  a.m.,  the  manager 
29,  1953,  some  two  and  a  half  •'reported  over  500  shoppers  in 
months  later.  the  store,  a  capacity  crowd. 

The  men  were  Sir  Edmund  In  Dover,  Delaware,  the 
Hillary  of  New  Zealand,  and  a  Value  City  Department  Store 
Nepalese  Sherpa  tribesman  offered  a  $10  coupon  to  the  first 

named  Tensing  Norgay.  200  customers. 

Hillary  went  on  to  write  a  The  doors  opened  at  7  a.m. 
book  about  the  climb.  He  titled  Thev  were  out  of  coupons  by 
it  "High  Adventure."  7:10  a.m.  Two  hundred  coupons 

There  are  other  high  adven-  were  gone  in  10  minutes! 
tures  in  life.  One  is  to  be  found  One  year,  I  joined  my  wife  on 
on  the  Friday  after  Thanksgiving  a  shopping  adventure  on  the 
at  shopping  malls  and  stores  Friday  after  Thanksgiving. 
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"We'll  save  so  much  money," 
she  promised.  We  were  at  North 
Park  Mall  in  Rideeland  when  the 
first  store  opened  its  door. 

I  am  glad  to  report  I  sur¬ 
vived  the  experience.  However, 
I'm  certain  I  can  never  afford  to 
save  that  much  money  again. 

There  are  many  high  adven¬ 
tures  to  be  had  in  this  life,  but  I 
am  convinced  that  none  can 
match  the  high  adventure  ef 
serving  God. 

Every  day,  phone  calls,  let¬ 
ters  and  wire  stories  come 
through  the  offices  of  "The 
Baptist  Record." 

Each  one  is  a  story  about  an 
adventure.  Sometimes  the 
adventure  is  as  routine  as  a 
group  of  GAs  collecting  food 
for  the  hungry.  Other  times  the 
stories  are  of  the  miraculous 
times  when  God  has  stepped 
into  someone's  life.  Some  sto- 
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sionary  Appointment  Service 


First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
6:30  p.m.  —  Sunday,  December  8 

Preservice  music  for  zvorship 

Processional 
Hymn  No.  586 
"We've  A  Story  to  Tell" 

Prayer  &  Welcome 
Frank  Pollard,  Pastor, 

First  Church-jackson 

Response  &  Introductions 
Jerry  Rankin,  FMB  President 


Missions  Update 
Avery  Willis,  FMB  Senior  V.P., 

Hymn  No.  4 

"To  God  Be  The  Glory" 

Recommendation  for  Appointment 
Bill  Blanchard 
Chairman,  FMB 

Missionary  Testimonies 

Appointment  of  Missionaries 
Bill  Blanchard 


Prayer  of  Dedication 
Frank  Gunn,  Pastor, 
First  Church,  Biloxi 
FMB  Trustee 


Offertory 

Closing  Song 
"My  Tribute" 

Organ  Postlude 


Special  Music 
Lew  King,  Director 

Charge  to  Missionaries 
Jerry  Rankin 

Time  of  Commitment 
Hymn  No.  287 
Take  My  Life,  Lead  Me  Lord 


Missionary  service  only  few  days  away 
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ch,  Jackson;  tor  of  new  church  extension  for  tors  that  will  take  them  to  the 
Toomsuba;  the  Baptist  Convention  of  sanctuary  level,  he  explained. 

,  Pace,  are  Pennsylvania /New  Jersey.  "Security  officers  with  two- 

nJ?vmg  to  .  —  Celeste  Corey  of  Grenada  way  radios  will  be  posted  out- 
Christmas  is  seeking  appointment  as  an  side  around  the  church  proper- 
jn  Missions  education  coordinator  for  chil-  ty.  If  there  is  an  emergency  or  a 
six  of  this  dren  of  Southern  Baptist  mis-  problem  of  any  kind,  people 
sionaries  in  southern  Asia  and  can  approach  one  of  the  securi- 
missionary  the  Pacific.  She  has  served  in  ty  officers.  Inside  the  church, 
Mississippi  Singapore  for  the  past  two  people  should  look  for  ushers 
ved  in  the  years  through  the  Foreign  wearing  First  Baptist  Church 
at  service:  Mission  Board's  International  badges,"  Baker  said. 

,  ...  Service  Corps.  Tne  Visitor  Information 
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Churches  must  face  community  change 


-  •  ,»  to  study  the  handicapped  each  have  a  spe- 

church's  ministry  and  to  cial  relationship  with  Calvary 
explore  its  future.  Church. 

The  recommendation  was  to  Some  of  the  lay  people  at 
“remain  faithful  to  the  area  of  Calvary  were  behind  the 
town  where  we  have  been  for  founding  of  these  programs, 
95  years,"  according  to  Street.  Street  observed. 

It  Has  notTRSn  an  easy  deeL  There  are  halfway  houses 
sion.  Street  observed.  "We  are  and  services  for  people  who  are 
not  flooded  with  visitors  or  discharged  from  a  hospital  or 
new  members."  institution  but  are  not  yet  ready 

However,  Calvary  is  minister-  to  enter  the  community  main- 
ing  in  unique  and  creative  ways,  stream.  Those  people  worship 
Two  particularly  successful  regularly  with  Calvary,  Street 
areas  are  the  music  ministry  pointed  out. 

While  Street  acknowledges 
that  success  stories  are  hard  to 
find  in  transitional  communi¬ 
ties,  he  said  Calvary  is  more 
than  just  a  survival  story. 

A  full  20%  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  comes  from  the  surround- 
ingneighborhood . 

The  other  80%  come  from  all 
over  the  city  of  Jackson. 

"There  is  a  loyal  cadre  of 
people  driving  into  Calvary 
every  week.  We  would  move 
away  from  one-fourth  of  our 


Sunday  School  for  a  Friend  Day  Committee 
emphasis.  "l 

^We  have  made  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  stay,"  McCullough  said. 

This  commitment  came 
about  a  few  years  ago  when  the 
church  was  approached  by  an 
African-American  church  that 
was  interested  in  purchasing 
the  property. 

The  deacons  met  and  the 
end  result  was  a  decision  to 
stav,  McCullough  said. 

J'I  would  like  to  see  a  church 
in  south  Jackson  that  is  open  to 
having  a  ministry  to  the  Jews 
and  the  gentiles/'  McCullough  the  community, 
said.  "Our  ideal  is  to  minister  to  "We  have  extremely  talented 
whomever  God  sends  this  wav."  and  creative  people.  Street  said. 

Recently,  tw'o  African-  In  the  middle  of  a  transitional 
American  families  have  joined  community,  they  have  continued 
the  church.  to  have  what  he  called  a  "wor- 

In  addition,  the  pastor  says  ship  experience  with  dignity." 
there  are  other  ethnic  members  'Calvary  has  the  first  and 
in  the  congregation.  largest  special  education  pro- 

"There  are  still  people  in  our  gram  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
community  who  need  to  be  Convention,  Street  said,  per- 
reached.  That  hasn't  changed,  haps  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Our  community  mav  have  Convention." 
changed,  but  the  Great  They  also  conduct  intake 
Commission  did  not,"  interviews  for  the  social  min- 
McCullough  said.  istries  at  Crestwood  Center  and 

Another  church  that  has  cho-  the  Stewpot,  both  in  Jackson, 
sen  to  stav  is  Calvary  Church,  "We  present  the  plan  of  sal- 
located  on  Capitol  Street  in  vation  to  every  person  we 
Jackson.  Jim  Street  is  pastor.  interview,"  Street  said. 

Several  years  ago  tne  church  In  addition,  the  Willowood 
appointed  a  committee  called  Developmental  Center  and  the 
"The  Bold  Extravaganza  Mustard  Seed  programs  to  the 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


Churches  on 
the  move 


.  Clarification 

JfF 

i-  In  the  Nov.  28  issue  of 
"The  Baptist  Record,"  the 
data  box  on  page  four  should 


have  included  the  following 
information  in  reference  to 
these  two  churches: 

First  Church,  Brandon 
voted  In  November  to  pur¬ 
chase  32.6  acres  of  land 
near  the  Interstate  20.  The 
express  purpose  of  the  pur¬ 


chase  is  for  future  expansion 


Brotherhood  carpenters  busy  in  Mississippi 

By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


said.  It  has  a  special  beauty  to  furniture 
it.  It  is  the  beauty  of  the  Lord's  Mississipp 
handiwork  through  Baptist  Greenville 
South  of  Carthage,  just  off  volunteers.  County, 

the  road  to  Sebastopol,  a  trailer  Hopewell  Indian  Church  was  In  June 

that  has  on  its  side  "Carpenter  founded  in  1885.  Travis  Willis,  a  Atlanta 
Shop"  sits  next  to  a  small  member  of  the  church  and  an  American  < 
church  under  construction.  The  ordained  minister,  said  the  For  the 
trailer  is  filled  with  over  building  under  construction  is  they  have 
$10,000  worth  of  wood  work-  Hopewell's  third.  Glorieta  i 

ing  equipment  —  and  the  The  241 -member  congrega- 
promise  of  something  special  tion  is  meeting  temporarily  in  a 
tor  the  Hopewell  Indian  school  cafeteria  half  a  mile 

Church  -  ,New  Choctaw  down  the  road.  Volunteers  and 

Association.  church  members  have  done  all  If 

■  Hopewell  Indian  the  construction,  Willis  said. 

Church  received  a  After  the-  purchase  of  sup- 
set  of  pews  and  plies,  volunteers  spent  three 

pulpit  furniture  days  cutting,  sanding,  and  *  f*- 

puift  bv  Southern  staining  wood,  then  assembling  ?.  * 
Baptist  lavmen  and  the  furniture. 

women.  On  this  day  there  are  14  men  | 

M.B.  Howard  is  and  women  at  work  assem-  J  m  , 

the  volunteer  coor-  bling  the  pews.  ^  1 
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State  conventions  meet  around 


country 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


es  wanting  to  affiliate  with  the 
state  convention. 

The  parameters  require  that 
churches  requesting  an  "at-large 
status,"  without  affiliating  through 
a  local  association,  first  must  agree 
with  a  statement  of  faith  consistent 
with  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message.  That  document  states 
that  the  Bible  is  "truth,  without  any 
mixture  of  error." 


anticipated  Cooperative  Program 
gifts  of  $2,135,175,  with  the  percent¬ 
age  of  CP  gifts  to  . 

Southern  Baptist  V  ■^fr- _ 

Convention  i  m  1 { 
national  and  in-  —  J  \ 
ternational  | 
ministries  j 

remaining  at  - 

Terry  Little,  J|  !:  /  ■ 

pastor  of  jEpw  nv 
Crossover  iffllk  yr 

Church,  Mead, 

Wash.,  was  re-  t 
elected  president.  ^  \ 

Don  Reeves,  pastor  \  a z 

of  Grant  Avenue 
Church,  Corvallis,  Ore.,  N. 
was  elected  first  v'ice  president  ^ —  __ 


Michigan  Cooperative  Program 
giving  to  Southern  Baptist  causes 
from  32  to  25%.  The  convention 


N.C.  conservative  re-elected;  executive 
director  Roy  Smith  sets  retirement. 

GREENSBORO,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
Conservative  pastor  Greg  Mathis 
of  Mud  Creek  Church,  Henderson, 
was  re-elected  president  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina,  turning  back  a  challenge 
from  moderates.  The  convention's 
executive  director,  Roy  Smith,  cre¬ 
ated  more  news  at  the  Nov.  11-13 
annual  meeting  with  a  condemna¬ 
tion  of  the  politicizing  of  the  state 
convention  by  conservatives  and 
moderates  and  a  surprise 
announcement  he  will  retire  at  the 
end  of  1997. 

The  new  first  vice  president, 
Phillip  Davis  —  the  convention's 
first  African  American  to  hold 
office  —  unseated  moderate 
incumbent  Ann  Smith,  a 
Greensboro  layperson  and  a  for¬ 
mer  president  of  North  Carolina 
Woman's  Missionary  Union. 

Conservative  pastor  Kenneth 
Ridings,  of  Grassy  Branch  Church 
in  Asheville,  was  re-elected  second 
vice  president. 


OKLAHOMA 


ture  were  approved  during  the  91st  and  Steve  Schenewerk,  pastor  of 
annual  meeting  of  the  Baptist  Community  Baptist  Church,  Winston, 
General  Convention  of  Oklahoma  Ore.,  was  elected  second  vice  presi- 
(BGCO),  Nov.  11-13  at  Oklahoma  dent,  both  without  opposition. 

City's  Quail  Springs  Church  and 
Myriad  Convention  Center. 

Native  Oklahoman  Anthony  CALIFORNIA 

Jordan,  who  has  served  14  years  as 
pastor  of  Northwest  Church  in 
Oklahoma  City,  was  approved  as 
executive  director-treasurer. 

The  restructuring  will  move  the 
BGCO  from  12  departments  to 
three  "teams"  that  will  use  more 
consultants  than  in  the  past  and 
change  from  being  "program-dri¬ 
ven"  to  being  "purpose-driven." 

The  1,408  messengers  approved 
a  1997  Cooperative  Program  annu- 


will  V 
meet 

again  in  a  \ 
special  called  ^ 
meeting  Jan. 

30,  1997,  at  Bethany  Church, 
Lansing,  in  an  attempt  to  approve 
an  amended  budget. 

All  officers  were  elected  by 
acclamation:  president,  Ray 

Shelton,  pastor  of  Friendship 
Church,  Lincoln  Park;  first  vice 
president,  James  Kennedy,  pastor 
of  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  Flint;  sec¬ 
ond  vice  president,  George 
Fountain,  bivocationai  pastor  of 
Raisinville  Church,  Monroe;  and 
recording  secretary,  Mike  Lee,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Gorham  Church,  Jackson. 


In  a  world 
filled  with 
confusion.. 

Is  there  am 

% 

hope? 


California  Baptists  debate  women  as 
pastors,  Disney  values. 

PASADENA,'  Calif.  (BP)  — 
Another  attempt  to  reject  messen¬ 
gers  from  a  church  with  a  woman 
pastor  and  a  move  to  boycott  the 
Walt  Disney  Company  for  anti- 
Christian  values  failed  during  the 
California  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  56th  annual  meeting 
Nov.  12-13  in  Pasadena. 


KENTUCKY 


ARIZONA 


INDIANA 


Ariz.  convention  to  focus  on  churches' 
missions  aims,  Cooperative  Program. 

PHOENIX  (BP)  —  Arizona 
Southern  Baptists  set  a  course  for 
the  future  at  their  68th  annual 
meeting  Nov.  12-13  at  North 
Phoenix  Church. 

The  future  will  entail  a  state 
convention  emphasis  on  "Serving 
Churches  on  Mission,"  which  also 
was  the  theme  of  the  two-day 
meeting.  In  addition,  churches  will 
have  more  flexibility  in  their 
Cooperative  Program  giving  in  the 
coming  year.  _ , 


tjOd  s  desire  is  to  give  you 
hope. 

"For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
gospel,  for  it  is  the  power  of 
Cod  for  salvation  to  everyone 
who  believes  ..." 

Romans  1:16 


Indiana  Baptists  underscore  Southern 
Baptist  commitments,  maintain  CP. 

INDIANAPOLIS  (BP)  —  A  reso¬ 
lution  of  support  of  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  ministries  was 
adopted  by  messengers  to  the  38th 
annual  meeting  of  the  State 
Convention  of  Baptists  in  Indiana. 

A  1997  budget  of  $3.4  million 
was  adopted  by  the  convention,  a 
2.4%  increase  over  the  current 
year.  From  the  contributions 
given  by  Indiana's  558  churches 
and  missions,  encompassing 
nearly  100,000  members,  32.25% 
is  committed  to  SBC  causes,  the 
NEW  MEXICO  same  percent  of  budget  as  the  cur¬ 

rent  year. 

N.M.  Baptists  add  laypeople  to  con¬ 
vention  executive  board. 

CARLSBAD,  N.M.  (BP)  —  TENNESSEE 

Messengers  to  the  84th  annual 

meeting  of  the  Baptist  Convention  Tenne&ee  Baptists  hmr  .  Henry 

of  New  Mexico  approved  a  pro-  Blackaby  six  times.  »-  ■*— 

posal  to  decrease  the  number  of  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  J8P)is^Six 
members  of  its  executive  board,  Bible  studies  led  by  Ffehry 

while  increasing  the  number  of  lay  Blackaby  were  featured  during  the 
members  and  increasing  executive  122nd  "annual  meeting  of  the 

board  terms.  Tennessee  Baptist  Convention  Nov. 


Sin  robs  us  of  this  life  of 
hope! 

"For  the  wages  of  sin  is 
death  ..." 

Romans  6:23 


Kansas-Nebraska  Baptists  honor  exec 
'Peck'  Lindsay  for  25  years  of  service. 

LAWRENCE,  Kan.  (BP)— R.  Rex 
"Peck"  Lindsay,  executive  director 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
Convention  of  Southern  Baptists, 
was  honored  for  his  25  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  convention  during  the 
51st  annual  meeting  of  the  two- 
state  Baptist  body. 

Messenger  registration  totaled 
261  for  the  Oct.  28-30  sessions  at 
the  Holiday  Inn  Holidome, 
Lawrence,  Kan. 


Jesus  cares  for  you! 

" But  Cod  demonstrates  His 
own  love  toward  us,  in  that 
while  we  were  yet  sinners, 
Christ  died  for  us. " 

Romans  5:8 


It's  your  choice. 

You  must  decide  for  yourself  if 
you  are  willing  to  turn  from 
your  sins  and  ask  Jesus  into 
your  heart. 


FLORIDA 


Florida  convention  cites  Bible  as  key  to 
defining  'cooperating'  church. 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Keith 
Thomas,  pastor  of  the  First  Church, 
West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  one  of  the 
largest  churches  along  Florida's 
Gold  Coast,  was  elected  president 
of  the  Florida  Baptist  State 
Convention  during  its  Nov.  11-13 
annual  meeting  at  the  Lakeland 
Center. 

Thomas,  40,  who  ran  without 
opposition  for  the  one-year  term, 
represents  the  third  president  in  as 
many  years  from  the  baby-boom 
generation. 

In  other  business,  after  a  spirit¬ 
ed  45-minute  discussion,  messen¬ 
gers  approved  a  lengthy  document 
that  defines  parameters  for  church- 


NORTHWEST 


MICHIGAN 


"If  you  confess  with  your 
mouth  lesus  as  Lord  and 
believe  in  your  heart  that 
Cod  raised  Him  from  the 
dead,  you  shall  be  saved. 
Romans  10:9 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Southern  Baptist  church 
for  spiritual  guidance. 


December  5, 19% 
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Missionary  family  faces  threats,  dangers 


On  Jan.  2,  the  couple  was 
praying  for  specific  instructions 
from  God. 

"1  was  reading  about  Joseph 
being  warned  in  a  dream  not  to 
return  to  his  home  because  of  a 
threat  to  the  young  Jesus,"  Paul 
remembered. 

“We  realized  even  Jesus  had 
to  evacuate, 


By  Dana  Williamson 

Oklahoma  Baptist  Messenger 


DEL  CITY,  Okla.  —  Southern 
Baptists  in  the  United  States 
prayed  for  Paul  Stevens  on  his 
oirtViday  last  Dec.  12.  That's 

Rrecisely  when  he  and  his  wife, 
uth,  Foreign  Mission  Board 
missionaries  in  the  Philippines, 
needed  praver  the  most. 

That  day,  the  couple  was 
Christmas  shopping  in  Davao 
City  when  they  received  a  mes¬ 
sage  in  a  letter  delivered  to 
their  home  in  Malita,  threaten¬ 
ing  to  kill  their  entire  family 
and  helpers  unless  a  great  sum 
of  money  was  paid. 

The  entire  family  —  includ¬ 
ing  Cheri,  12,  Sam,'  10,  Angela, 

7,  and  Katrina,  2  —  stayed 
away  from  Malita  for  10  days, 
then  returned  to  see  if  there 
was  further  word  about  the 
threat. 

Tivo  days  after  Christmas,  a  or 
pastor's  wife  in  Malita  told  the 
Stevenses  she  had  heard  their 
children  were  going  to  be  kid¬ 
napped. 

Paul  and  Ruth  immediately 
packed  up  the  children  and  left 
to  celebrate  New  Year's  with 
another  missionary  family. 
Missionary  administrator  Sam 
Stallings  advised  the  family  to 
relocate. 

"It  was  a  hard  decision  to 
leave,"  said  Paul.  "We  had 
invested  so  much  time  in  the  job 
area."  chi 

Besides,  the  Stevenses  gre 
weren't  sure  the  threat  was  real.  Phi 
They  had  lived  for  the  past  coi 
three  years  with  the  problem  of  hac 
heavily  armed  bandits  raiding 
villages  in  the  area.  vet 

"But  it's  a  little  different  chi 
when  your  name  is  on  the  tar¬ 
geted  letter,"  admitted  Ruth.  de< 


mem  7-rEJ 

so  m  lanuarv  the  family  left  ^  *  Taj 

the  coastal  town  where  they 

researching  Filipino  language  X 

groups.  %  ilfc*.,  ' 

"he  couple  were  appointed 

sionaries  in  1982  and,  after  Paul  and  Ruth  Stevens,  Foreign  Misssion  Board  misssionaries  to  the 
ruage  study,  began  serving  Philippines,  sort  through  their  "missionary  things''—  keepsakes  they 
lalita,  an  isolated  spot  with  wj||  display  at  a  missions  conference  to  help  others  understand  their 
•lectricity,  no  phones  and  no  ministry.  Strong  home-base  support  is  important  to  the  Stevenses,  who 
lical  service.  ji  needed  the  prayers  of  their  friends  when  their  lives  were  threatened 

hev  visited  the  40  churches  (his  past  December.  In  the  background,  their  children  —  Cheri,  Sam, 
he  area  by  boat,  horseback  Angela,  and  Kate  —  entertain  themselves  with  items  from  the  con- 
in  foot.  tainer.  The  theme  for  the  1996  Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions 

It  is  the  poorest  of  poor  and  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  is  "Missionaries:  From 
areas,"  noted  Paul.  "Some  of  Churches  With  Love."  (FMB  Photo  by  Kent  Harville) 

the  churches  had  an  annual  - - - - - — - 

income  of  $10."  TO 

They  started  a  training  cen-  WL 

ter  to  teach  such  things  as  agri-  H 

culture  and  health  care  and  8  LH  H  _ 
shared  the  gospel  in  the  story-  bh 

telling  tradition  of  the  Filipinos.  I  H  H  ■  H  H  M  m  «  _  _ 


The  stained  glass  window  chosen 
to  represent  the  1 996  Week  of  Prayer 
for  Foreign  Missions  and  the  Lottie 
Mcxrn  Christmas  Offering  contains  a 
number  of  symbolic  features.  At  the 
r  enter  is  a  cross  crosslet,  reflet  ting 
the  spread  of  the  Gospel  to  the  lour 
comers  of  the  earth.  The  prayerful 
angels  at  the  top  and  Ixrttom  repre¬ 
sent  rejoicing  at  the  the  birth  of 
Christ.  At  right  above  the  crosslet  is 
the  (  hristmas  rose,  which  blossoms 
only  at  Christmas.  At  left  alxrve  the 
crosslet  is  the*  combination  of  Chi 
Rlx)  and  the  sun  combined,  symbol¬ 
izing  Christ  as  the-  source  of  light,  life, 
and  truth  At  left  below  the  c  rosslet  is 
a  church,  symlxrlizing  discipleship 
and  commitment.  At  right  below  the 
c  rosslet  is  the-  world,  symlxrlizing  the 
lost  waiting  to  hear  the  Ckxxf  News 
1  he*  squares  around  each  of  the*  four 
symbols  represent  the  limitations  of 
humanity,  while  the  circles  reflect 
(  axi  s  em|x>wering  strength. 


1995  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
Per  Member  Giving 


■Goal  □Received 


80000000 


6OOOOQ0O 


40000000 


20000000 


Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering,  1990-1996 


Top  10  Mississippi  churches 

(per  member  giving) 

1  Kewanee  Church . 

*153.85 

1  Pace  Oilirrh 

...98.06 

T  Piraf  CVnirrh . 

. Brookhaven . 

....93.01 

4.  Roxie  Church . 

...87.93 

. Columbus  . 

...52.07 

(\  Pircf  Chiirrh  . 

. Natchez  . 

....48.36 

7.  Oak  Grove  Church . 

....48.28 

. Toomsuba  . 

....47.98 

Port  Gibson . 

....46.47 

in  r  i irion  f’htirrh . 

. Brookhaven . « . 

....45.96 

Source:  Annual  Church  Profiles  1 

Baptist  Record 


\J/ 


December  5, 1996 


ms 


SPEAKER 

Keith  Naylor 


rtment 

invention 


December  5,1196  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication. 


997  Area  Keyboard 
lb  are  taking  place 
23-25  at  several  sites 
found  the  state, 
u  are  interested  in 
iting,  registrations  are 
December  13,  1996. 
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Matthew  10:27  NAS 


Youth  Evangelism  Conference 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 
CLINTON 
DECEMBER  30-31,  1996 


MU£IC 

Paul  Horton 


FEATURING 


511  y«  wa^p 

Christian  performing  ^\rts 
^estivaf 

February  28  -  March  1 
Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Church.  Jackson 

Offering  conferences  for  both  the 
experienced  and  inexperienced  in: 
Drama 
Clowning 
Puppetry 

Church  Recreation 

For  further  information  contact  the  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry  Department  of  the  MBCB  at 
968-3800  in  Jackson  or  toll-free  1  -800-748- 1651. 


CONCERT  , 

Wes  King  C^lKCSt 


DRAMA 

"Mog  &  Wog" 


DON’T  MISS  IT! 


GREAT  LOOKING,  HIGH  QUALITY  T-SHIRTS  A  VAILABLE 
$8  -  SHORT  SLEEVE  $10  -  LONG  SLEEVE 


Institute  for  Equipping  Churches 


February  27  -  March  1, 1997  —  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 


The  purpose  of  the  Institute  for  Equipping  Churches 
Beyond  2000  is  to  provide  quality  training  at  one  place  and 
time  for  as  many  people  as  possible. 

Your  church  will  benefit  in  many  ways  from  this  time  of 
training.  Workers  do  a  better  job  and  tend  to  serve  longer 
when  they  are  trained.  Pupils  are  happier  and  more  attentive 
when  their  leaders  are  trained. 

Your  participation  in  this  institute  is  most  warmly 
requested.  The  difference  in  churches  is  leaders  and  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  leaders  is  training! 

THURSDAY 

8:30-1 1:30  a.m. 

Senior  Adult  Rally 

Johnnie  Foster,  Dwayne  Beaty,  Faye  Brown 

9:00-1 1:30  a.m. 

Preschool/Children's  Forum 

-» - -  James  Hargrave 

Kay  Henry 

2:00-4:00  p.m. 

First  Contact 

Kay  Henry 

WMU  Leadership  Team  Update  • 

WMU  State  Staff 

2:00-4:30  p.m.  - 

Doctrine  Study  Overview 

John  Gilbert 

5:00-6:45  p.m. 

Pastor/Staff  Banquet 

Bill  Causey 

5:45-6:45  p.m 

Minister's  Wives  Seminar 

Rhonda  Kelley 

7:00-8:00  p.m. 

Fresh  Encounter  Overview 

David  Carter 

7:00-9:00  p.m. 

Age  Group  Teaching  Series 

How  to  teach  preschoolers  using  the  resource 
Love,  Laughter  and  Learning- Kay  Henry 
How  to  teach  children  using  the  resource 
Crayons,  Computers  and  K/ds-lames  Hargrave 
How  to  teach  teenagers  using  the  resource 
Connected.  Committed  and  a  Little  Bit  Crazy-Mark  Lott 
How  to  teach  adults  using  the  resource 
Vision,  Variety  and  Vitality-Nea\  Cordle 

8:00-9:00  p.m. 

Experiencing  Goo  Overview 

David  Carter 


FRIDAY 

9:00  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

Growth  Spiral 

Ken  Marler 

9:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

Master!  ife  Overview 

David  Carter 

9:00-1 1 :30  a.m. 

Truth  Matters  Overview 
Ron  Mumbower 
Special  Education 

Gene  Nabi 

Preacher's  Conference 

Equipping  Team 
Women's  Celebration 

Rhonda  Kelley 

1 :00-3:00  p.m. 

Preacher's  Conference 
Equipping  Team 
Women's  Celebration  (cont.) 
Rhonda  Kelley 
Truth  Matters 
Ron  Mumbower 

6:00-9:00  p.m. 

Drama  Festival-Woodland  Hills  BC 
Wes  Pegues 

7:00-9:00  p.m. 

SS  Directors 
Jerri  Herring 
Outreach  Directors 

Ken  Marler 

DT  Adult  Resources  Showcase 

David  Carter 

Singles  Ministries 

Joey  Rodgers 

10:00  p.m.-midnight 

Singles  Rally 

Al  Fike 


SATURDAY 

9:00-1 1 :00  a.m. 

DT  Director  Seminar 

Mose  Dangerfield 

WMU  Leadership  Team  Update 

WMU  State  Staff 

9:00-1 1 :30  a.m. 

How  to  Make  the  Most  Out  of 
Sunday  School  Age  Group  Curriculum 

Neal  Cordle,  Mark  Lott, 

James  Hargrave,  Kay  Henry 

9:00  a.m.-noon  (cont.) 

Sunday  School  Directors 
Jerri  Herring 
Outreach  Directors 

Ken  Marler 

10:00-1 1 :00  a.m. 

Family  Ministry  Overview 

Glenn  Shows 

1 1 :00  a.m.-noon 

Making  Love  Last  Forever  Overview 

Glenn  Shows 


LEADERSHIP  TEAM 

Dwayne  Beaty-min.  with  Sr.  Adults,  Longview,  TX 
Faye  Brown-author,  humorist,  Moundsville,  AL 
David  Carter-Adult  DT  specialist,  BSSB 
Neal  Cordle-Adult  consultant,  BSSB 
Mose  Dangerfield- DT  director,  MBCB 
Al  Fike-comedian,  Garland,  TX 
Johnnie  Foster-dramatist,  Aberdeen,  MS 
John  Gilbert-consultant,  BSSB 
James  Hargrave-Children's  consultant,  BSSB 
Kay  Henry-Preschool  consultant,  BSSB 
Jerri  Herring-consultant,  BSSB 
Rhonda  Kelley-professor,  NOBTS,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Chuck  Kelley-president,  NOBTS,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Mark  Lott-Youth  consultant,  MBCB 
Ken  Marler-consultant,  BSSB 
Ron  Mumbower-min.  with  Counseling,  Jackson,  MS 
Gene  Nabi-Special  Education  consultant,  BSSB 
Joey  Rodgers-min.  with  Singles,  Jackson,  MS 
Glenn  Shows-DT  consultant,  MBCB 


MasterLife 

WORKSHOPS 

First  Baptist  Church,  Madison 
January  10-11,  1997 

Friday,  6:30  -  9  p.m.  and  Saturday,  9  a.m.  -  noon 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 
February  28,  1997 
9  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

Both  conferences  will  be  led  by  David  Carter. 

Che  cost  will  be  $26  and  is  due  by  January  6, 1997.  Make 
lech  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
ad  send  to:  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

Glenn  Shows 
P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


Christmas  'Tamily  'Worship 


Christmas  “Tamily  ' Worship 

Celebration  of  Love  -  Fourth 
Week  -  Lighting  of  the  fourth 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  He  gave  His  one  and  only 

“...His  love  endures  forever." 

(2  Chronicles  5:13b) 

Love  means  many  things  at  different  times. 
When  Jesus  came  into  the  world  the  word  “love”  took  on 
another  meaning.  No  other  love  can  be  greater  than  this 
love,  a  Savior  who  would  give  His  life  because  He  loves 
us. 

Monday  -  Isaiah  7:10-15 
Tuesday  -  Luke  1:26-38 
Christmas  Eve  or  Christmas  Day  - 
Matthew  1:18-23 


Celebration  of  Joy  -  Third 
^  Week  -  Lighting  of  the  third 
\\  candle. 

k  “.  Behold.  I  bring  you  good 
f  tidings  of  great  joy.  which  shall  be 
to  all  people. "  Luke  2:10 


The  birth  of  Christ  is  surrounded  by  joy. 
The  Son  of God  brought  hope,  peace,  and  joy  as 
well  as  eternal  life  to  those  who  accept  Him.  There  is  no 
greater  joy. 


Prayer:  Eternal  Lord,  fill  our  minds  with  ei<ery 
thing  that  is  true  and  pure  and  worthy  of  praise.  Amen. 


Song:  “Joy  To  The  World 


Deacon  Emphasis  Week  .  .  . 

is  a  plan  with  specific  actions  that  highlights 
deacon  ministries  and  involves  deacon  training 
and  service. 

The  Purpose  Of 
This  Emphasis  Is  To: 

•  Focus  on  the  biblical  role  of  deacons 

•  Build  a  team  relationship  in  ministry 

•  Secure  involvement  in  specific  ministry 

•  Develop  skills  for  ministry 

Deacon  Emphasis  Week  may  be  conducted 
during  January  12-19,  1997,  or  any  other  time 
during  the  year. 

To  participate,  the  deacons  would  choose  at 
least  two  actions  and  perform  them  during  a 
specified  time  (preferably  during  Deacon 
Emphasis  Week).  See  the  possible  activities 
listed  in  this  brochure. 

A  certificate  of  recognition  will  be  presented  to 
each  deacon  body  that  officially  participates. 


Suggested  Family  Activities: 

At  dinner  each  / 

ei  vning,  pray  for  those 
whose  Christmas  cards 
arrived  in  your  mail- 
box  today.  f-~-. — 


The  first  candle  reminds  us  of  Christ,  the 
prophet’s  light  of  hope.  The  second  candle  reminds  us  of 
the  warmth  of  light  Mary  and  Joseph  found  in  the  stable. 
The  third  candle  reminds  us  of  the  light  which  surround¬ 
ed  the  shepherds  when  they  were  told  of  Jesus'  birth. 

The  fourth  candle  reminds  us  of  the  star  which  guided 
the  shepherds  to  JesusTThe  fifth  candle  (center  white 
candle)  represents  Christ's  birth.  He  has  come! 


Song:  “Silent  Night 


Have  A 
i  Toy ous 
i  Holiday 
Season 


Suggested  Family  Activities: 

Reflect  what  the  Christmas  season  has  meant  to 
each  family  member  this  year.  Hold  hands  and  give  each 
family  member  the  gift  of  gratitude  for  one  thing  that  is 
remembered  about  that  person  that  has  been  especially 
meaningful  this  past  year.  Small  children  may  be  asked 
to  give  a  special  hug  to  each  family  member  and  encour¬ 
aged  to  say,  “I  am  glad  you  are  my  sister  (or  brother).” 


Prayer:  Thank  You,  God,  for  Christmas^  Help 
us  to  live  out  our  love  for  one  another  as  You  did  for  us. 
Strengthen  our  family  bond  as  you  pour  out  your  bless¬ 
ings  upon  us.  Thank  You,  God,  for  our  family.  Amen. 


Suggested  Activities  . , . 

•  Study  a  deacon  diploma  book 

•  Conduct  a  deacon's  retreat  or  conference 

•  Conduct  Pastor/Staff  Appreciation  Day 

•  Enter  the  Deacon  Family  Ministry  Plan 

•  Sponsor  a  special  ministry  project 

•  Sponsor  a  mission  tour 

•  Sponsor  a  project  to  improve  church 
fellowship 

•  Listen  to  cassette  tapes 

•  Watch  video  tapes 

•  Enter  Deacon/Pastor  Covenant  to  work 
together  as  partners  in  ministry 

•  Subscribe  to  “The  Deacon"  or  “Growing 
Churches”  magazine  for  all  deacons 

•  Promote  and  pray  for  revival 

•  Organize  and  conduct  effort  to  reclaim 
inactive  church  members 

•  Conduct  an  in-house  survey  of  the  local 
church 

•  Conduct  deacon-led  witnessing/ 
visitation/prospect-find  activities 

•  Conduct  activities  to  strengthen 
church  fellowship 


\l  5-75  Miss  Sharon  Parker  ,  William  Carey  College, 

P.O.  Box  1353,  Hattiesburg.  MS  39401 
Patents:  Ronnie  and  Beth,  Music  Promotion;  SERVE  IN  BRAZIL 
7-85  Mr.  Adrian  G.  Martin,  Casilla  de  Coneo  5 

8400  San  Carlosa  de  Bariloche,  ARGENTINA 
Parents:  Asbury  and  Hope,  General  Evangelism 
9-9 1  Mr.  Jonathan  Trotter,  P.0.  Box  4450 

Stanger,4450,  REPUBLIC  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 
Parents:  Frank  and  Dede 

Miss  Lindsay  N.  Hearn,  425  Ford  Street 
Columbia,  MS  39429 

Parents:  James  and  Brenda,  General  Evangelism:  SERVE  IN  TOGO 
Mr.  Aaron  G  Massey,  Bolanos  141, 

1407  Buenos  Aries,  ARGENTINA 
Parents:  Gregory  and  Karen,  Music  Promotion 
Miss  Deeann  Booth,  233  Stonecastle  Drive 
Brandon,  MS  39042-8072 

Parents:  Jim  and  Edith  Ann,  Language  Pastor  (Deaf) 

Mr.  William  Hutchinson,  P.O.  Box  413 
Long  Beach,  MS  39560-5324 

Parents:  Michael  &  Lynn,  Church  Planters;  SERVE  IN  WEST  AFRICA 


For  other  projects  and  information,  contact: 

Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department 

Matt  Buckles,  Consultant 
P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 
(601)968-3800,  extension  3907; 
or  1-800-748-1651 


{oa,...  December  6,  1996  -  January  16,  1997 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904 


Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


Pray  for  Foreign  Missions  in 
December  as  we  emphasize 
the  theme  "Missionaries:  From 
Churches  With  Love."  Also 
pray  that  our  Lottie  Moon  offer¬ 
ing  goal  of  $  1 00  million  will  be 
reached  and  even  exceeded. 


So  many  people  seldom 
think  about  their  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  Lord.  Pray  that 
each  Christian  will  have 
the  courage  to  witness  to 
each  person  wherever  they 
may  have  an  opportunity. 


Pray  for  the  Internet  course 
on  Experiencing  God. 
There  are  750  groups  in  35 
countries  who  mosi  likely 
will  not  be  reached  »y  any 
church. 


For  cancer  victims  and 
those  who  minister  to  them 
such  as  Ronald  McDonald 
Houses  where  patients  and 
their  tamilies  can  stay  when 
they  need  to. 


Some  1 3  million  adults 
who  are  non-Christians 
attend  Sunday  School  of 
some  type.  Pray  that  the 
small  group  Bible  studies 
will  influence  them  to 
believe  in  Christ. 


Praise  God  for  the  great  hymns 
we  sing  in  worship  services. 
"People  learn  more  theology 
from  the  hymns  they  sing  than 
from  the  sermons  foey  hear," 
says  Harry  Eskew,  professor  of 
music  history  and  hymnology, 
NOBTS. 


Pray  for  disaster  relief  teams 
sponsored  by  WMU,  Home 
Mission  Board,  Brotherhood 
Commission  and  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board.  Disaster  teams 
can  be  ready  to  respond  to 
disaster  all  over  the  country 
within  several  hours. 


Because  in  Brazilian  culture  men 
are  very  dominant,  many  wives 
find  it  difficult  to  get  involved  in 
church,  or  even  to  become 
Christians.  Pray  that  they  will 
seek  out  friendships  and  get  more 
involved  in  community  activities 
so  they  will  tie  more  receptive  to 
the  gospel. 


Thank  God  for  spiritual  gifts 
He  has  given  you,  whether 
it  be  encouragement, 
prophecy,  ministry,  service, 
teaching,  giving  or  leading 
in  acts  of  mercy. 


Pray  that  more  young  men 
and  women  will  I  roc  time 
interested  in  becoming 
involved  in  missions  as  a 
volunteer  or  as  a  career 
missionary. 


Thank  God  that  his  Kingdom  is 
growing  around  the  world. 
Every  minute,  1 5  previously 
unevangelized  people  receive 
a  tract.  Ever  minute,  27  previ¬ 
ously  unevangelized  people 
received  a  c  opy  of  the  Bible  or 
a  portion  of  it. 


Pray  for  the  Muslim  people 
in  Southern  Sumatra  to 
believe  in  the  Prince  of 
Peace  who  can  heal  their 
civil  unrest  and  save 
their  souls. 


Pray  that  God  will  provide 
a  way  for  the  Lampungese, 
a  peoples  group  of  more 
than  one  million 
Indonesians,  to  hear  of 
Christ  in  the  coming  year. 


Pray  for  physicians  to 
answer  God's  invitation lo 
minister  in  Indonesia  and 
spread  the  hope  of  life  in 
Christ. 


Pray  that  the  lost  people  in 
Alaska  who  are  running 
from  God  and/or  the  law 
will  turn  to  God  and  expe¬ 
rience  forgiveness  and  love 
this  holiday  season. 


Pray  for  Wyoming  Southern 
Baptists,  despite  isolation 
and  harsh  climate,  to  share 
Christ  with  the  unchurched 
half  of  the  population. 


Pray  tor  the  650  Southern 
Baptist  churches  sharing 
Christ  in  the  Los  Angeles 
area  where  1 5  million  pec 
pie  live. 


The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  now  numbers 
more  than  45,000  congre¬ 
gations.  Pray  for  church 
starters  as  the  convention 
strives  for  50,000  churches 
by  the  year  2000. 


All  of  81 ,355  home  mis¬ 
sions  volunteers  in  1 995 
broke  the  record  for  volun¬ 
teers  in  one  year.  Pray  that 
Southern  Baptists  will  keep 
volunteering  to  strengthen 
God's  work. 


Christmas  Day 

Pray  that  God  will  bless 
and  comfort  missionaries 
and  their  children  who  can 
not  tie  with  each  other  to 
celebrate  Christmas. 


In  1995,  Southern  Baptists 
entered  35  counties  in  the 
U.S.  for  the  first  time.  Pray 
for  church  planters  and  vol 
unteers  who  help  evange¬ 
lize  new  areas. 


Chinese  professionals  in  the 
city  of  Jinja,  Uganda,  were 
resistant  to  the  gospel.  One 
engineer  believed,  and  now  a 
Bible  study  has  begun.  Pray 
that  many  will  receive  Christ 
and  have  opportunities  for  dis- 
cipleship. 


Pray  for  the  Brahui,  an 
unreached  people  group  of  2.5 
million  who  live  in  Pakistan 
and  Afghanistan.  In  this  Sunni 
Muslim  tribe  are  only  two 
known  believers.  Pray  for 
boldness  for  them  to  tell  others. 


Pray  for  Thailand  Recently 
a  medical  team  ministered 
in  two  Yao  villages  never 
before  touched  by  the 
gospel  Pray  that  efforts  to 
reach  these  people  will 
succeed. 


For  the  Youth  Evangelism 
Conference,  Mississippi 
College;  1  pm,  30th-3:30 
pm.  31st,  sponsored  by  the 
Evangelism  Department 


Praise  God  that  Russian 
Baptists  started  nearly  200 
churches  last  year,  baptiz 
ing  almost  10,000  people. 
Thank  God  for  visas  that 
allow  missionaries  to  help 
them. 


January  is  a  time  for  look¬ 
ing  back  over  the  past  year 
and  making  resolutions  to 
form  new  habits,  etc.  Pray 
that  you  will  find  what  God 
has  planned  for  you  this 
year. 


Pray  for  adult  MKs  wherev¬ 
er  they  live  in  the  world, 
that  their  life  experiences  in 
missions  will  give  them  a 
bold,  positive  witness. 


Ever  15  seconds  in  the  U.S. 
a  woman  is  beaten  by  her 
husband  or  partner.  Every 
minute,  a  woman  in  the  US 
is  raped.  Pray  that  women 
will  be  protected  from  all 
kinds  of  abuse. 


Pray  that  we  may  prioritize 
the  things  that  are  most 
important  in  our  lives  in 
order  to  use  our  time 


wise- 


Pray  for  hospital  chaplains 
who  minister  to  patients 
and  their  families  in  most 
hospitals. 


Think  of  someone  in  your 
circle  of  friends,  relatives, 
or  acquaintances  who 
needs  prayer  and  pray  for 
them. 


Does  the  color  of  some¬ 
one's  skin  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  how  you  respond 
to  them?  Pray  that 
Christians  will  be  willing 
to  cross  racial  barriers  and 
share  lesus'  love. 


China  is  the  3rd  largest  country  in  the 
world,  with  8  major  Languages  and 
600  dialect,.  It  is  the  home  to  as 
many  as  1 50  distinct  people  aoups. 
inducing  the  Bai  people  of 
Southwest  Chin*,  wtio  have  IMe 
opportunity  to  hear  the  gospel.  Pray 
far  other  Chine*  Otistians  to  come 
in  contact  with  tie  Bai  and  that  they 
will  be  able  to  share  the  gospel  with 
them. 


The  Turkmen,  a  Central 
Asian  people  group  of  over 
two  million  has  only  about 
20  Christians.  Pray  for  this 
handful  of  believers  to 
effectively  share  the  good 
news  with  their  own  peo¬ 
ple. 


Pray  for  Pat  O'Connell,  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  of  Fraser  Valley 
Baptist  Church,  Winter  Park, 
Colorado,  as  he  and  other 
resort  ministry  missionaries 
share  their  faith  with  resort 
workers,  and  hotel  staff,  most 
of  whom  have  little  knowledge 
of  the  gospel. 


Pray  for  volunteer  literacy 
teachers,  such  as  those  at 
Orlando's  Downtown  Baptist 
Church,  as  they  share  the 
gospel  through  English  classes. 
Pray  for  the  immigrants  as  they 
hear  the  plan  of  salvation,  often 
for  the  first  time. 


Over  2,400  Southern 
Baptist-endorser)  chaplains 
served  in  various  settings 
during  1995.  Prav  that 
more  Baptists  will  feel  led 
lo  become  military  chap¬ 
lains. 


Missions  volunteers  give 
missionaries  much-needed 
support.  Ask  God  to  call 
volunteers  outside  the 
southern  U.S.  and  in  urban 
areas,  two  plat  es  where 
they  are  critically  needed. 


Beginning  new  ethnic 
churches  requires  physical 
resources  and  leadership. 
Pray  that  both  will  be  found 
in  abundance  so  that  the 
many  ethnic  groups  in 
America  will  find  places 
of  worship. 


Today's  self-centered  society 
encourages  preoccupation  with 
our  own  desires.  Prav  that 
Christians  will  take  to  heart 
Philippians  2:4  "Each  of  you 
shoulcf  took  not  only  to  your 
own  interests,  but  also  to  the 
interests  of  others." 


Adore  God  for  Hi*  patience 
and  abounding  love  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Psalm  103:8  'The 
Lord  is  compassionate  and  gra¬ 
cious.  slow  to  anger,  abound¬ 
ing  in  love."  Prav  that  many 
unreached  people  will  discover 


His  love  and  forgiveness 
personal  way  today. 


MISSISSIPPI  SINGLE  MINISTERS  FELLOWSHIP  RETREAT 

January  23  -  24,  1997 
Ramada  Coliseum,  Jackson 

Thursday,  6  p.m. 

Friday.  8:30  *  1 1 :30  a.m. 


CONFERENCE  FOR  CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATORS 


«  ■  ■  via  jf  m  U.JU  -II  ,JU  d.lll. 

Agenda  will  be  set  by  arrival  time 

The  focus  will  be  on  paid  staff  ministers  with  responsibility  for  singles.  Special  guest  will  be 
Steve  Smith,  Minister  with  Singles,  Prestonwood  Baptist  Church,  Dallas,  Texas.  The  cost  is 
$50  which  does  not  include  lodging  and  meals  and  is  due  by  lanuary  8,  1997.  Make  your 
check  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  and  mail  to: 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Glenn  Shows 
P.O.  Box  530 

. _ lackson,  MS  39205 


It  is  not  too  early  for  those  responsible  for  the  business  end 
of  church  work  to  begin  planning  to  attend  the  Church  Business 
Administrators'  Conference,  January  23,  at  Woodland  Hills  Church  in 
ackson.  Topics  will  deal  with  central  purchasing  and  materials  man- 
igement,  food  service,  building  maintenance  and  property,  payroll 
ind  employees,  and  managing  church  finances  with  integrity. 


finished 


term 


and  a 
home, 


w*u 


Southern  Baptists  rally  around  grieving  family 


By  Trennis  Henderson 

Arkansas  Baptist _ 

CHERRY  VALLEY,  Ark.  — 
Andrew  Nicholson's  headstone 
in  Tyre  Cemetery  near  Cherry 
Valley,  Ark.,  stands  tis*a  silent 
tribute  to  the  brief  life  of  the  14- 
year-old  missionary  kid.  It  also 
reminds  Southern  Baptists  to 
keep  rallying  around  mission¬ 
ary  families  in  times  of  over¬ 
whelming  crisis. 

Andrew  died  early  last  year 
when  a  swarm  of  killer  bees 
drove  him  over  a  cliff  in 
Panama's  Chame  Mountains. 
As 
strui 

deathV  Baptists 
to  Panama  ministered  to  the 
grieving  family. 

Glenn  and  Pauline 
Nicholson  leaned  heavily  on 
the  emotional  support  of  mis¬ 
sionary  colleagues  even  before 
their  son's  body  was  recovered 
from  the  area's  dense  jungle. 
Glenn  hiked  up.  to  the  accident 
site  while  Pauline,  unable  to 
make  the  rugged  climb  because 
of  recent  surgery,  was  forced  to 
remain  behind. 

The  first  day's  search  was 


suspended  at  nightfall  with  no 
word  on  whether  Andrew  was 
still  alive.  Friends  prayed  with 
the  family  throughout  the 
night.  Once  the  search  resumed 
the  next  morning,  word  came 
quickly  -that  Andrew's  body 
nad  been  located. 

"The  doctors  came  and  told 
me  they  had  found  Andrew 
and  he  wasn't  alive,"  Glenn 
recalled.  "I  realized  I  couldn't 
do  anything  more  for  Andrew 
so  I  went  back  down  the  moun¬ 
tain"  to  join  Pauline  and  their 
16-year-old  son,  Nathan. 

"It's  very  hard  to  accept.  It's 
your  worst  nightmare,"  Pauline 
said  tearfully.  "I  remember 
looking  at  the  mountain  and 
saying,  'I  won't  accept  this.' 
I've  always  hated  death." 

While  rescuers  searched  for 
her  son,  Pauline  said  she  was 
comforted  by  a  vision  of  her 
son's  smiling  face  assuring  her 
that  he  was  fine,  but  no  longer 
with  them.  "That's  what  got  me 
going  again.  That's  what  I 
needed  at  the  time,"  she  said.  "I 
had  a  real  sense  of  comfort  and 
peace  at  that  point.  God  knows 
what  we  neea  to  survive  what¬ 
ever  happens. 


"It  was  hard  to  face  reality, 
but  when  it's  your  child,  you 
have  to  accept  it,"  she  said. 
"You  don't  think  you  can  sur¬ 
vive  it,  but  when  you 
need  the  strength, 

God  gives  it  to  you." 

A  crisis  like  that 
stretches  one's  faith  to 
the  limit,  Glenn 
emphasized. 

^Circumstances 
don't  change  the  char¬ 
acter  of  God.  God  is 
good  no  matter  what 
the  circumstances. 

Through  the  circum¬ 
stances,  he  is 
encourage  us 
strengthen  us." 

As  news 
■  Andrew's  death 
spread,  Christian 
friends  rallied  around 
the  family. 

While  the 

Nicholsons  coped  with  the 
numbing  details  of  travel  plans 
and  funeral  arrangements,  co¬ 
workers  stepped  in  to  handle 
everything  from  polishing  their 
shoes  ana  packing  their  lug¬ 
gage  to  arranging  tneir  flight  to 
the  U.S. 


By  Wally  Poor 

Foreign  Mission  Board 


From  Kentucky  to  Honduras,  with  love 


LA  CEIBA,  Honduras  -  This 
is  a  love  story. 

It's  about  God's  love  as  it 
flowed  through  committed 
Southern  •  Baptists  from 
Kentucky  to  nurture  the  lives 
of  Ken  and  Tammy  Cummins 
and  equip  them,  in  turn,  to 
share  that  love  with  the  people 
of  this  Honduran  city. 

Now  the  love  has  been 
returned  by  the  Baptists  of 
Honduras  toward  the 
Cumminses,  the  churches  that 
sent  them,  and  volunteers  who 
have  enhanced  their  ministry 
during  their  first  term  as 
Foreign  Mission  Board  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

The  love  was  evident  as  die 
Cumminses  joined  hands  with 
Pastor  Santos  Diaz  Archillo 
and  his  wife,  Edith. 

All  four  wept  as  they  prayed 
and  said  goodbye  before  the 
missionaries  returned  to  the 
United  States  for  a  year-long 
furlough  at  First  Church, 
Princeton,  Ky. 

The  church  building  in 
which  they  stood,  in  the  city  of 
Sonaguerra,  was  another  evi¬ 
dence  of  love. 

For  six  weeks,  teams  of  vol¬ 
unteers  from  Southern  Baptist 
churches  in  North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina,  and  Kentucky 
came  to  help  Pastor  Santos  and 
the  members  of  his  church 
build  a  meeting  place. 

The  Cumminses 
their  first 
with  an  impres¬ 
sive  list  of 
accomplish¬ 
ments. 

They  helped 
organize  two 
churches.  They 
also  oversaw 
more  than  400 
volunteers 
helped 
two  < 
buildings 
pastor's 

enlarged  a  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  a  sem¬ 
inary  building,  and  remodeled 
a  house  that  serves  as  a  meet¬ 
ing  place  for  a  new  mission 
pomt. 

"Please  thank  Baptists  in  the 
United  States  for  sending  the 
Cumminses,"  said  Jose 
Alcantar,  pastor  of  Ebenezer 
Baptist  Church,  which  spon¬ 
sors  a  mission  work  among  the 
Garifuna,  black  Hondurans 
from  the  Caribbean. 

Leadership  in  that  mission  is 
one  of  the  Cumminses'  prima¬ 
ry  prayer  requests  at  present. 

^Missionaries:  From 

Churches  with  Love,"  the 


theme  for  this  year's  foreign 
missions  emphasis,  is  more 
than  a  slogan  for  missionaries 
Ken  and  Tammy  Cummins  — 
it's  a  constant  reality. 


By  the  time  they  arrived  in 
Pauline's  hometown  of  Cherry 
Valley,  "we  were  receiving  tele¬ 
phone  calls,  cards,  and  letters 


Tammy  Cummins,  a  Foreign 
Mission  Board  (FMB) 
Missionary  in  La  Ceibe, 
Honduras,  works  in  a  Sunday 
school  class  with  children  at 
Renewal  Baptist  Church.  The 
love  from  churches  "back 
home"  that  nurtured  Cummins 
and  her  husband,  Ken,  all  the 
way  to  the  mission  field  is  now 
poured  out  in  the  lives  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  Honduras  —  and  in  1 27 
other  countries  where  FMB 
missionaries  serve.  The 
Cumminses  are  currently  on 
furlough  in  Princeton,  Ky.  (FMB 
photo  by  Warren  Johnson) 


United 


from  all  over  the 
States,"  Glenn  said.  ^  -v- 

Financial  donations  to  cover 
the  cost  of  travel  and  funeral 
expenses  poured  in  from 
churches  and  associations 
where  the  family  had  served  in 
previous  years. 

A  congregation  in  Georgia 
where  Andrew's  older  sister, 
Jennifer,  is  a  member,  paid  the 
expenses  for  her  to  fly  to 
Arkansas  to  be  with  her  family. 
Members  of  Cherry  Valley 
Church  purchased  the  head¬ 
stone  for  Andrew's  grave. 

"The  spirit  of  the  gifts  was  so 
overwhelming,"  Glenn  said.  "I 
don't  think  you  realize  the  sup¬ 
port  system  is  there  until  a  cri¬ 
sis  comes  and  you  discover 
how  vast  that  support  system 
is.  You  realize  you  don't  stand 
alone  in  this  moment." 

A  few  weeks  after 
Andrew's  funeral,  the 
Nichol-sons  returned 
to  Panama,  where 
Glenn  serves  as  a 
field  evangelist.  They 
recently  returned  to 
Arkansas,  where 
Nathan,  now  18,  is  a 
freshman  at  Ouachita 


Baptist  University  in 
Arkadelphia. 

Glenn  and  Pauline 
are  serving  this  year 
as  the  university's 
missiona  ries-in- 
residence. 

"I  don't  think  we 
would  have  ever  made 
it  through  Andrew's 
death  and  been  able  to 
function  again  unless 
we  knew  people  were 
praying  for  us," 
Pauline  added. 

"People  are  ministers 
of  God's  grace." 


Pauline  and  Glenn 
Nicholson,  Foreign  Mission 
Board  missionaries  to  Panama, 
and  their  son  Nathan,  a  fresh¬ 
man  at  Ouchita  University  in 
Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  look  at  a 
quilt  made  for  them  by  sup¬ 
porters  in  one  of  the  Arkansas 
congregations  they  served 
before  going  to  the  field.  The 
loving  support  of  Southern 
Baptist  churches  helped  the 
Nicholsons  through  the  trauma 
of  losing  their  younger  son, 
Andrew,  in  a  1995  incident 
with  killer  bees  in  Panama. 
The  theme  for  the  1996  Week 
of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions 
and  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  is  "Missionaries:  From 
Churches  with  Love."  (FMB 
photo  by  Bob  Carey) 


1995  Lottie  Moon 
Top  10 

Mississippi  Churches 
(total  gifts) 


...$242, 


<•** 


1.  First,  Brookhaven  ... 

2.  First,  Jackson  ..... 

3.  First,  Columbus 

4.  Broadmoor,  Jackson 

5.  First,  Natchez . 

6.  First,  Clinton . 

7.  First,  Starkville 

8.  Fust,  Laurel . 47,101 

9.  First,  Hattiesburg . 46,000 

10.  Parkway,  Clinton . 45,021 

Source:  Annual  Church  Profiles 

_  • 
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Lucille  Cannon  who  was 

90  on  November  3  was  guest 
of  honor  at  a  birthday  party  in 
Calhoun  City  at  the  home  of 
Carter  and  Margie  Dobbs. 
Mrs.  Cannon,  member  of  First 
Church,  Bruce,  helped 
Calhoun  County  Baptist 
women  make  115  quilts  and 
deliver  them  to  a  mission  in 
Montemorelos,  Mexico.  She 
reports,  "My  mission  now  is 
Bioles  to  Mexico.  Our  Dorcas 
Prayer  Circle  sent  105  Bibles. 
People  call  and  want  to  share 
in  tne  work."  Her  address  is 
RR  2  Box  232,  Bruce,  MS 
38915.  "I  am  still  telling  the 
good  news,  how  God  reached 


Cannon 

down  his  hand  for  me  85 
years  ago.  Every  day  with 
Jesus  is  sweeter  than  the  day 
before." 


Friendship  East  Church,  Charleston,  recently  held 
nation  service  for  Mike  Griggs  (center).  Pictured  w 
wife  Phyllis  (right)  and  J.G.  Thomas,  pastor. _ 


Missionary 

News 
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After  being  „  .  , 

.  .  Reid 

appointed  by 

the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  she 
began  serving  in  Guatemala 
City,  Guatemala,  in  August 
199,5.  Her  assignment  is  to 
teach  third  grade  at  the 
Christian  Academy  of 
Guatemala,  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  school  for  American 
missionary  children.  She 
attends  Iglesia  Bautista  Shalom 
(Shalom  Baptist  Church)  where 
she  helps  teach  preschool 
Sunday  School.  She  also  helps 
with  U.S.  mission  teams  com¬ 
ing  to  Guatemala.  She  will 
complete  the  two-year  pro¬ 
gram  in  |une  1997.  Robin  is  a 
member  of  Bethlehem  Church, 
Laurel.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
Jones  Junior  College  and 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  Her  parents  are 
Rhett  apd  Alic  e  Reid  of  l  aurel. 
Her  address  is  Robin  Reid,  c/o 
C.A.G  (M-299),  PC)  Box  02- 
5 145,  Miami,  FI  11102-5  145. 


David  D.  Green  has 
resigned  from  Cedar  Grove 
Church,  Columbia,  as  pastor 
to  accept  the  position  of  pas¬ 
tor  of  Lincoln  Avenue 
Church,  Newport,  Term.  He 
previously  pastored  Broad¬ 
moor  Churcn,  Gulfport,  and 
is  a  graduate  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary  and  Luther  Rice 
Seminary. 


Bennett  has 
been  called 

as  associate 
pastor  of 
Wheeler 
G  r  o  v  eBilfejl 

Church, 
(Alcorn  W*-* 
Association)  HLJL 
effective  Nov.  1 

17,  1996. 

Kara  Blackard  is  pastor. 


This  Christmas  season  we're  celebrating  and  we  have  a  gift  for  you. 

As  we  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  begin  our  86th  year,  we  have 
cause  to  celebrate.  Never  before  has  our  mission  been  clearer.  Never 
before  have  we  had  access  to  more  lifesaving  technology.  Never  before 
have  we  been  able  to  offer  such  a  wide  range  of  medical  care  to  the  people 
of  our  state,  nation  and  world.  For  all  these  blessings,  we  owe  and  give 
thanks  to  God  this  holiday  season. 

We  also  want  to  say  thank  you.  As  a  member  of  our  Baptist  family  in 
Mississippi,  you  are  a  crucial  element  in  our  mission  to  provide  Christian- 
based  medical  care.  It  was  your  Christ-centered  vision  which  resulted  in  our 
founding  in  1911,  and  it  has  been  your  prayers,  leadership  and  financial  sup¬ 
port  that  have  guided  us  in  the  85  years  since.  Our  partnership  with  you 
continues  to  grow  as  we  reaffirm  our  commitment  to  using  Christian-based 
principles  in  carrying  out  our  mission. 

As  a  special  gift  to  you  and  all  the  people  we  serve,  MBMC  will  soon  air 
"Heart  and  Soul,"  a  seven-minute  program  in  which  many  of  our  current 
and  former  patients,  employees  and  friends  talk  about  their  experiences 
and  love  for  Baptist.  The  program  will  be  shown  Sunday,  December  8,  at 
10:35  p.m.  on  Jackson  stations  WLBT,  WJTV  and  WAPT.  It's  our  way  of  say¬ 
ing  that  we  appreciate  the  people  who  have  made  Baptist  successful.  You 
may  recognize  some  of  the  people  who  are  featured  in  this  program.  They 
represent  people  from  all  walks  of  life  who  find  they  are  part  of  the  Baptist 
family.  Some  are  patients  with  life-threatening  illnesses.  Others  have 
worked  here  for  many  years.  Still  others  are  physicians  who  have  come  to 
love  the  camaraderie  they  find  at  Baptist.  Whatever  their  situation,  they 
have  one  thing  in  common:  they  believe  in  the  institution  affectionately 
known  as  "The  Baptist." 

We  hope  you'll  be  able  to  tune  in  to  this  program.  We  also  ask  that  you 
continue  your  prayers  and  support  of  us.  With  your  prayers,  and  God's  will, 
we  commit  to  serving  you  for  another  85  years! 


John  M.  Kendrick,  Pearl, 

has  been  called  qs  pastor  of 
Providence  Churcn,  Pearl, 

effective  Nov.  10, 1996. 


Our  company  proudly  retains  the 
name  of  our  founder.  L.L.  Sams,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


It  has  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 


•  stained  j{(ass  ♦  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 
painting  •  more  than  290  complete 

CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 


"Seek  and  Ye  Shall  Find" 

The  iH'st  opportunty  I’ve  found  in 
50  years  to  earn  money  and  enjoy 
my  wo[k.  Perhaps  vou  can  also. 

I ets  talk  about  it. 

Call  Free:  1-800-708-6237 


FREE  BROCHURES 

1-800-537-4723 

P.  O.  B.<\  I  orwnetr;  TX  76703 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-615-371-6180 


Understating  the  Benefits  of  Christian-Based  Health  Care 

Call  948-MBMC  or  1-800-948-MBMC  (6262) 
for  reservations  or  more  information. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  MEDICAL  CENTER 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


TOBACCO  IS 

•J  DEADLY 

■  Editor. 

"  I  am  writing 
in  response  to 
the  chastisement  you  received 
from  Larry  Smith  in  your  Nov. 
7  edition  regarding  the  effects 
of  smoking.  He  quoted  an  arti¬ 
cle  in  the  American  Family 
Association  Journal  stating, 
"..  .no  deaths  can  be  attributed 
to  environmental  tobacco 
smoke..." 

He  has  obviously  never 
watched  someone  in  his  family 
die  a  slow,  agonizing  death  due 
to  emphysema,  lung,  breast,  or 
throat  cancer  —  ana  be  grasp¬ 
ing  for  a  cigarette  from  their 
hospital  bed. 

Maybe  he  is  right.  Perhaps 
tobacco  is  totally  narmless  — 
and  the  world  is  completely  flat. 

Melinda  Allen 

Grenada 


SUPPORTS  FELLOWSHIP 

Editor: 

How  pleased  and  proud  I 
was  to  read  about  the  Covenant 
Ministerial  Fellowship  and  the 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 

Van  Winkle  s,eef/ef'  **** 

folding  doors. 

Church  theater  seats.  \ 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


signing  of  their  code  of  ethics 
(Oct.  31  issue). 

When  I  first  began  to  teach 
ministerial  ethics  in  1987,  and 
as  I  worked  with  James  Carter 
to  write  a  textbook  on  that  sub¬ 
ject,  it  became  obvious  that 
ministerial  accountability  was  a 
major  weakness  among 
Southern  Baptist  ministers. 

On  the  last  page  of  this  text¬ 
book,  in  a  chapter  urging  each 
minister  to  write  a  code  of 


ethics,  we  express  the  hope  that 
someday  groups  of  Baptist  will 
produce  such  a  code. 

Writing  a  code  of  ethics  is 
extremely  difficult.  Three 
major  problems  to  solve  are 
authorship,  instruction,  and 
enforcement.  The  most  difficult 
is  the  last  one,  and  yet  that  is 
the  key-  How  does  a  group  of 
ministers  enforce  the  code  in  a 
way  that  is  fair  and  firm? 
Without  sanctions,  a  code  of 


ethics  is  nothing  more  than  a 
piece  of  paper  to  hang  on  the 
wall  and  admire. 

My  congratulations  and  sup¬ 
port  to  this  group  for  their 
efforts.  My  continuing  encour¬ 
agement  to  them  and  numerous 
ministers  who  are  writing  a  per¬ 
sonal  code  of  ethics  as  a  stan¬ 
dard  for  their  own  ministry. 

Joe  E.  Trail 

Professor  of  Christian  Ethics 

New  Orleans  Seminary 


Just  for  the  Record 


Newton  County  Association 

is  currently  promoting  a  min¬ 
istry  opportunity  with  the 
Skilled  Nursing  Facility  at  the 
Newton  Regional  Hospital 
which  provides  patients  a 
chance  to  celebrate  and  receive 
birthday  wishes  through  month¬ 
ly  church-sponsored  birthday 
parties.  For  more  information 
contact  Danette  Berry,  Activities 
Director,  Newton  Regional 
Hospital  Skilled  Nursing  Facility 
at  601-683-2031  ext.  321. 

Northside  Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  will  have  special  services 
Dec.  8-12;  Sunday  11:00  a.m. 
.and  6:00  p.m.  Each  night  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  at  7:00  p.m.  A  fel¬ 
lowship  dinner  will  be  served 
after  the  morning  service.  Dean 
Perkins  is  pastor. 

Macedonia  Church,  Petal 

presents  three  Christmas  musi¬ 
cals:  Dec.  8,  7:00  p.m.,  the  com¬ 
bined  children's  choirs  will  pre¬ 
sent  "The  Don't  Be  Afraid 
Brigade";  Dec.  14-15,  7:00  p.m., 
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Exciting  Career  in  Christian  Retailing 

Excellent  salary  and  benefit  package  available.  Qualifications  must  include: 
tour-year  college  degree  or  comparable  business  experience,  outstanding 
leadership,  computer  skills,  strong  vision  for  the  future,  and  an  active  role  in  a 


Southern  Baptist  church 

Send  resume  to: 

Retail  Store  Operations  Dept.  / — BAPTIS 
Manager  Training  Search  f  LlFEWAY  t 

1 27  Ninth  Avenue,  North  \ _ ' 

MSN  165 

Nashville,  TN  37234-0165  ownw)  and  op€rale( 
or  fax  TO  (61 5)  251-3622  South 


Baptist  ^ook  Stores 
Lifeway  Christian  Stores 


owned  and  operated  by  the  Sunday  School  Board  ot  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 


FOR  SALE:  44  cushioned  pews  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion  First  Baptist  North  Mobile.  1334)  679-3266. 
RETIRED?  FUNNINC  RETIREA4ENT?  Insufficient  income'  Need 
second  income'  Men,  women.  For  remedy  call  1-800-708-6237. 

BRIARLAKE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  Decatur, 
Georgia  is  seeking  a  Minister  of  Activities. 
Education  or  experience  in  church  recre¬ 
ation  is  preferred.  Please  send  resume  to: 
Chairman  of  Search  Committee  3675 
Norwich  Drive,  Tucker,  Georgia  30084. 
PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  church 
groups.  From  $59.95  'per  day/  limited  free 
miles/  7-  to  15-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale: 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental, 
lackson  (601 )  948-3391 .  Since  1965. 
NEEDED:  USB)  GRAND  PIANO  for  auditorium  at 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Petal,  MS.  601-583-8309. 
THOMPSON  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Smithdale.  MS,  is 
seeking  an  individual  for  the  position  of  Youth  Minister 
Resume  may  be  sent  to  Thompson  Baptist  Church,  5422 

N,  Greensbufg  Rd.,  Smithdale.  MS  39664. _ 

ATTENTION!  1I-V0CATI0NAI  ministers  and  music 
directors:  Supplement  your  church  income.  Earn  $500- 


$1,000  per  week  with  American  Protective.  Leads  fur¬ 
nished,  no  overnight  travel  or  cash  investment  —  We 
train  you.  Call  1601 1 582-9000  for  confidential  interview 
CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  steeples, 
&  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-8300583. 
CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pulpit/judicial 
robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  ROBES/Mac's 
Robes.  Charles  McGlocklin.  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800898-MACS. 

PARKWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  interested  in 
purchasing  puppets.  Contact  David  Hatfield, 

Parkway  Baptist  Church  601  -842-7843. _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian. 
Design,  Fabrication,  Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE 
SALES.  Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800-368-270S. 
WANTED:  CHURCH  BOOKKEEPER  24  hours 
per  week.  Contact  Bob  Buckner,  Pinelake 

Baptist  Church  at  992-2630. _ 

APPROXIMATELY  225  good  condition  copies  o(  the 
1975  Baptist  Hymnal  for  sale.  White  color,  $4.00 
each  you  pick  up.  or  $5.00  each  delivered.  Contact 
Kimberly  Thompson.  First  Baptist  Church,  Terry,  PO 
Box  1 59,  Terry,  MS  391 70,  or  call  (601 1 878-5735. 


the  youth  choir  will  present 
"Code  Red,  an  E.R.  Christmas"; 
and  Dec.  21-22,  7:00  p.m.,  the 
Praise  Choir  will  present  "The 
Word."  For  more  information 
contact  the  church  office  at  601- 
545-3110.  Jerry  Doggett  is  pastor. 

Williamsville  Church, 
Kosciusko  will  have  RA  Races 
on  Jan.  25,  1997.  All  churches 
must  register  before  Jan.  2, 
1997.  Entry  fee  is  $1.00  per  per¬ 
son.  For  more  information,  call 
the  church  at  601-289-4294.  This 
is  not  the  official  state  RA  Race. 
Allen  Simpson  is  pastor. 

PMA-  Breakfast  Club 
(Positive  Mental  Attitude) 

meets  each  Monday  7:00  -  7:30 
a.m.  at  Shoney's  Restaurant  on 
Interstate  55/Northside  E>rive  in 
Jackson.  There  is  a  speaker  each 
week  and  guests  are  welcomed. 
For  further  information  call  Tom 
Anderson  at  601-992-6151. 

Crossgates  Church, 

Brandon  will  present  "A 
Crossgates  Christmas" 

Saturday,  Dec.  14  at  7:00  p.m.; 
Sunday,  Dec.  15  at  4:00  p.m. 
and  7:00  p.m.  Featured  will  be 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution  is 
a  15- passenger  van  with 
an  aisle,  raised  root  & 
electric  step. 

Call  Tri-Stale  Van  &  Bus  Today!  1-800-330-3622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


(  Alstom  ( .1  in rt  !i 
Interiors.  Inc. 


150-voice  Celebration  Choir 
and  orchestra,  80-voice  chil¬ 
dren's,  chorus,  and  drama  team. 
Complimentary  tickets  are 
available  now  by  calling  the 
music  office  at  825-2562.  Barry 
Clingan  is  pastor. 

Leaf  River  Church,  (Smith) 

invites  the  public  to  a  Christmas 
Dinner  on  Sunday,  Dec.  15  fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  worship 
service.  Daniel  Perry  is  pastor. 

First  Church,  Natchez  sanc¬ 
tuary  choir  will  present  "Two 
from  Galilee,"  a  dramatic  musi¬ 
cal  based  on  the  book  by 
Marjorie  Holmes  Dec  15-16  at 


'Mantee  Church,  Mantee, 

recently  had  their  GA-Acteen 
recognition  service.  GAs 
receiving  badges  are  (front  row, 
left  to  righti  Anna  Johnson, 
Lindsev  Kilpatrick,  Leigh 
Springer,  Anna  Hinkey,  Katie 
Kilpatrick;  (second  row,  left  to 
right)  Sherrie  Gail  Springer, 
Amanda  Hinkey,  Courtney 
lackson,  Marla  Stone;  (third  row, 
left  to  right)  Renee  Hastings, 


Mantee  Church  Adteens 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1  800  654  1  294 


7:00  p.m.  This  musical  tracks 
the  betrothal  of  Mary  and 
Joseph  to  the  birth  of  the 
Messiah.  Complimentary  tick¬ 
ets  can  be  obtained  by  calling 
the  church  office  at  601-442- 
1464.  Odean  Puckett  is  pastor. 


f  Pu&iyday  Pfajuette  A 

Weddings  Social  Etiquette 1 

Preparation  toward  3  hour  course  of 
L  ,  cewmppy  „  instruction 

|Rehearsing/difecting  I 

BJ  Swafford, Certified  Consultant 
227  Highland  Drive,  Kosciusko,  MS  39090 

601-289-4730 

Your  source  for  Invitations 
V  and  Stationery  J 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton.  MS 

All  Sizes 

1-800-423-9826 

Sales  and  Rentals 

1-601-924-1982 

Mantee  Church  GA's 

Kari  Lawrence,  and  LaWanda 
Clark.  Acteen  recognition 
crownbearers  were  (front  row , 
left  to  right)  Tanner  Roverson, 
Amber  Hidspeth,  Caitlin  Carty, 
and  Stephen  Turner. 

Acteens  ’completing  levels 
of  StudiAct  were  (second  row, 
left  to  right)  Shanan  Johnson, 
Danna  Stone,  Amanda  Wilker, 
Elizabeth  Harrington;  (third 
row,  left  to  right)  Amber 
Forrester,  Laura  Stone, 
Danielle  Wilker,  Heather 
Stephens.  Laura  Stone  received 
the  Mississippi  Citation. 


/  DSW  BOOKKEEPING,  INC  X 

Specializing  in  church  bookkeeping 

□  Financial  Statements 

□  Reports 

□  Contribution  Records 
and  pledges 

Customized  fees.  Pick  up  and  delivery 
of  work  within  50  miles  of  Laurel. 

Dollq  S.  Weqer,  Manaqer 
48  Trinilq  Load,  Laurel,  MS  39440 1 

\  601^649-5001  / 
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Life  and  Work 

To  tell  the  truth 

Ex.  20;  I  Kings  21;  Prov.  6;  Eph.  4 


What  is  the  harm  in  lying? 
Why  would  C.od  have  to  com¬ 
mand  His  people  to  tell  the  truth? 
God  knew,  in  our  sinful  nature, 
we  would  yield  to  Satan  and  to 
the  sin  of  lying.  Some  people  start 
lying  as  a  child  by  saying,  "I 
didn't  do  it!",  and  progress 
through  life  by  frequently  alter¬ 
ing  the  truth.  Lying  has  a  destruc¬ 
tive  nature  and  is  sternly  con¬ 
demned  throughout  the  Bible. 

Do  not  lie  (Ex.  20:16).  This 
commandment  prohibits 

untruthfulness  of  any  kind. 
Lying  takes  on  many  forms  such 
as  lying  to  ourselves,  lying  to 
Goa,  being  silent,  adding  to  or 
taking  away  from  the  facts, 
telling  only  part  of  the  truth, 
and  even  includes  body  lan¬ 
guage  such  as  the  raised  eye¬ 


brow  or  the  shrug  of 
the  shoulder.  The 


yard  adjoining  his  proper¬ 
ty.  When  he  could  not  buy 
it,  he  became  depressed. 
Jezebel,  his  wife,  devised  a 
plan  for  getting  the  vine¬ 
yard.  She  wrote  letters 
with  three  instructions  and 
forged  King  Ahab's  name 
ana  seal.  First,  she  said  to 
seat  Naboth,  the  vineyard 
owner,  in  a  seat  of  honor. 


New  Testament,  in 
James  3:5-6,  pictures  Cvnthia  Douelas  owner  in  a  seat  ot  honor, 
the  danger  of  the  eynth,a  L'oug*38  Second,  two  men  were  to 
misuse  of  the  tongue  by  empha-  lie  and  testify  to  false 

sizing  the  tongue  as  a  small  part  charges.  Third,  Naboth  was  to  be 


the  danger  of  the  y 
misuse  of  the  tongue  by  empha¬ 
sizing  the  tongue  as  a  small  part 
of  the  body  which  can  create 
large  disasters. 

Slander,  lies,  and  gossip  are 
rampant  in  our  society  and, 
sadly,  even  in  the  body  or  believ¬ 
ers.  All  forms  of  lying  cause  pain, 
harm,  unfair  punishments,  and 
are  a  destructive  force  in  person¬ 
al  relationships.  Therefore,  God 
commanded  His  people  to  speak 
the  truth  —  whether  in  a  court¬ 
room  setting  or  in  any  segment 
of  life.  Tell  the  truth! 

Lies  can  destroy  (I  Kings 
21:8-16).  Ahab  wanted  the  vine- 


Family  Bible  Series 

Surrender  to  God's  will 


Luke  1:26-42 


Speak  to  some  people  about 
"doing  the  will  of  God"  and 
they  immediately  think  about 
doing  something  totally  against 
their  wishes.  Somehow  they 
equate  surrendering  to  God  s 
purposes  as  being  forced  into  a 
miserable  lifestyle.  However, 
accepting  the  will  of  God  should 
be  more  like  walking  into  the 
most  joyous  and  most  fulfilling 
kind  of  life  ever  imaginable.  Just 
think  of  it,  joyously  discovering 
and  then  dome  that  for  which 
God  intended  tor  you  when  you 
were  born! 

If  we  could  ask  Mary  about 
God's  will  for  her  life,  I  think 
that  her  testimony  of  surrender 
and  joy  would  somehow  cause 
my  testimony  to  pale  in  compar¬ 
ison.  Let's  see  how  her  experi¬ 


ence  came  about. 

The  Amazing 

Announcement  (w.  26- 
29).  Mary  had  been  jjm  pj 

Sainted  for  a  glorious 

.  No  doubt  her  shock  and 
amazement  was  noticeable.  God 
chose  the  right  avenue  for  reveal¬ 
ing  his  divine  will,  for  Gabriel 
certainly  would  have  been  a  con¬ 
vincing  presence.  I'm  not  con¬ 
vinced  tnat  Mary  knew  the  full 
scope  of  Gabriel's  message. 
Neither  do  we  necessarily  have 
to  understand  all  the  ramifica¬ 
tions  of  God's  purpose  for  our 
lives  to  accept  or  surrender  to  his 
call.  Isn't  it  amazing  that  God 
selects  people  like  you  and  me  to 
earn'  out  his  purposes. 

The  Disturbing  Details  (vv. 
29-  30).  Gabriel  clearly  sensed 


:reate  sentenced  to  death  by  stoning. 

Her  instructions  were  carried 
p  are  out  and  now  Ahab  could  have 
and,  Naboth's  vineyard.  What  a  price 
ieliev-  of  lies,  deception,  and  murder 
■  pain,  for  a  mere  vineyard! 

:,  and  When  adults  become 
;rson-  obsessed  with  earthly  desires, 
,  God  they  can  become  hardened  to 
speak  the  effects  on  the  lives  of  others, 
court-  Selfish  lies  can  destroy  retar¬ 
dment  riages,  parent-child  relation¬ 

ships,  and  the  fellowship  in  a 
Kings  body  of  believers.  Colossians 
vine-  3:9a  says:  "Do  not  lie  to  one 


fear  in  the  response  of 
Mary  (v.29).  He  knew 
that  she  was  in  need  of 
reassurance  if  he  was 
going  to  be  able  to  com- 

f>lete  his  message  to  her. 
'm  sure  we  all  would 
have  required  it.  "Fear 
not"  seems  to  be  a 
favored  word  from  the 

Jim  Phillips  an8els  of  God  whenever 
r  they  come  with  news 
k  and  from  on  high.  The  shepherds  too 
.  God  would  later  receive  such  a  word 
■eveal-  of  assurance  (Luke  2:10).  She 
iabriel  showed  forth  her  true  humanity 
a  con-  in  her  confusion  of  just  how  it 
t  con-  was  that  God  would  do  through 
ie  full  her  all  that  the  angel  had  said, 
ssage.  The  Assuring  Answer  (w.  35- 
r  have  37).  God  never  lacks  in  adding 
nifica-  clarity  to  his  revelations.  When  a 
ar  our  child  of  God  today  cries  out  for 
r  to  his  understanding,  he  determines  to 
t  God  clarify  the  points  of  confusion 
I  me  to  with  an  assuring  word  from  his 
Word.  Mary  is  assured  that  what 
Is  (vv.  God  is  doing  through  her  will  be 
sensed  fully  governed  by  the  very  Holy 


Explore  the  Bible 

Growth  in  faith 

Matthew  13:53  14:36 


Jesus  constantly  encountered 
people  who  were  having  diffi¬ 
culty  growing  spiritually.  Some 
people  had  their  minds  made  up 
about  him  and  did  not  plan  to 
change.  Others  simply  had 
heard  nothing  all  their  lives  but 
the  orthodox  theology  and 
found  it  hard  to  consider  new 
ideas.  Still  others  were  less  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  truth  than  they  were 
in  safeguarding  their  own 
power  or  wealth.  Countless  peo¬ 
ple  who  Jesus  met  were  stuck  in 
a  state  of  spiritual  immaturity. 

Unbelief  at  Home  (13:53-58). 
Cine  group  Jesus  had  a  hard  time 
reaching  was  those  people  who 
had  seen  him  grow  up.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  Nazaretn  had  tne  problem 
of  familiarity.  They  knew  Jesus' 
family  and  found  it  hard  to 
believe  he  was  the  Messiah. 
Even  when  he  demonstrated  his 
authority  they  still  resisted  to 


admit  the  truth. 

Unbelief  at  the  Top 
(14:1-12).  Jesus  also 
met  with  opposition  Rona,d 
and  spiritual  immaturi¬ 
ty  among  the  leaders  of  Israel. 
Herod  saw'  in  Jesus  and  John  the 
Baptist  a  serious  threat  to  his 
throne.  He  preferred  power  and 
reputation  to  the  truth  to  the 
extent  that  he  allowed  John  to  be 
killed  rather  than  protect  him. 

Unbelief  among  the  Twelve 
(14:13-21).  Jesus  depended  upon 
the  Twelve  to  help  nim  and  to  be 
prepared  for  carrying  on  his 
work  in  the  future.  He  knew 
that  the  crowds  needed  food, 
since  they  had  been  following 
him  from  town  to  town.  The 
Twelve  were  quite  practical. 
They  wanted  Jesus  to  conclude 
his  work  day  and  send  the  peo- 

f>le  away  to  find  food.  After  all, 
esus  was  under  no  obligation  to 


another."  Lies  are  destructive! 

God  hates  lies  (Prov.  6:16-19). 
This  passage  gives  seven  actions 
whicn  the  Lord  hates.  Lying  is 
the  only  evil  which  is  mentioned 
twice.  God  hates  all  sin  and  He 
clearly  states  how  strongly  He 
views  the  sin  of  lying.  Yet  in 
today's  world  adults  often  ratio¬ 
nalize  lying  by  saying,  "It's  just  a 
little  lie;  I'm  only  repeating  what 
I  heard;  The  truth  is  too  painful; 
No  one  will  ever  know;  or  I  only 
lied  to  protect  my  reputation." 
Worse  yet,  parents  set  a  bad 
example  for  children  by  lying  in 
their  presence. 

Aaults  cannot  please  God 
when  they  are  untruthful  in 
their  speech  or  deceitful  in  their 
actions.  "Hate"  is  a  strong  word 
which  God  chose  to  express 
how  He  feels  about  lying. 
Proverbs  13:5a  says:  "A  right¬ 
eous  man  hates  lying."  God  calls 
us  to  be  devoted  to  Him  and  to 
act  in  a  manner  which  reflects 
this  love.  Because  lying,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  small,  is  an  action  God 


feed  them.  They  had  fol¬ 
lowed  him  voluntarily. 
However,  Jesus  com¬ 
manded  the  Twelve  to 
feed  the  crowds. 
Naturally  the  disciples 
wondered  where  the 
food  would  come  from, 
since  they  only  had  five 
loaves  of"  bread  and  two 
fish.  What  followed  is 
Bishop  well-known.  Jesus  multi¬ 
plied  the  food  and  fed 
five  thousand  men,  plus  many 
women  and  children.  They  even 
had  food  left  over,  some  twelve 
baskets  full. 

Unbelief  at  Sea  (14:22-17). 

After  the  feeding  of  the-  five 
thousand,  Jesus  sent  the  twelve 
into  a  boat  and  travel  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 
Jesus  remained  behind,  planning 
to  cross  later  a*ter  dismissing  the 
crowds.  Af’.er  the  crowds  were 
gone,  Jesus  went  up  onto  a 
mountain  to  pray.  He  then 
joined  the  Twelve,  walking  out 
on  the  water  to  them  during  the 
night.  The  disciples  saw  him  and 
were  afraid,  thinking  he  was  a 
ghost.  He  quickly  calmed  their 


Spirit  of  God.  Perhaps  she  was 
comforted  by  the  Ola  Testament 
premise  of  God's  Spirit  being 
poured  out  upon  his  servants  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  forth  his 
puiposes.  The  fact  that  the  angel 
added  the  story  about  Elizabeth's 
pregnancy  as  well  must  have 
been  a  great  comfort  to  her. 

The  Surrendered  Servant 
(w.  38-  45).  Mary  actecfon  what 
she  believed  to  be  the  Lord's 
revealed  will  for  her  life.  She 
would  be  the  vessel  through 
whom  God  would  bring  forth 
his  Son.  Her  journey  to  the 
home  of  Elizabeth  only  added  to 
the  credibility  of  the  amazing 
truths.  Elizabeth  praised  Mary's 
willingness  to  accept  God's  will 
and  also  reminded  her  and  us 
that  heavenly  blessings  are 
poured  out  on  those  who  will 
take  God  at  his  word  (v.  45). 

The  Son  of  God  is  worthy 
.both  of  our  worship  and  of  our 
wills.  At  Christmas  time  it  seems 
easier  to  feel  compelled  to  follow 
Christ  since  so  many  automati- 


fears  by  identifying  himself  and 
telling  them  not  to  oe  afraid. 

Unbelief  Transformed  into 
Belief  (14:28-33).  Though  the 
Twelve  were  afraid,  being  out  at 
sea  in  bad  weather  with  some¬ 
one  approaching  them  on  foot, 
Peter  regained  his  composure 
and  his  faith.  He  asked  Jesus  if  it 
really  were  he  approaching. 
Peter  gave  Jesus  a  little  test  in 
which  he  got  an  invitation  to 
walk  on  the  water  writh  Jesus. 
Upon  Jesus'  invitation,  Peter  too 
began  to  walk  on  the  water. 
Peter  proved  that  even  his  spiri¬ 
tual  growth  needed  improve¬ 
ment,  for  he  began  to  sink  when 
he  began  to  doubt.  However,  his 
doubt  was  interspersed  with 
enough  faith  to  know  where  to 
look  For  help. 

As  Peter  began  to  sink,  he 
cried  out  to  Jesus  for  help.  Of 
course,  help  was  forthcoming. 
Not  only  did  Jesus  save  Peter 
from  drowning,  he  also  helped 
him  back  into  the  boat.  As  Jesus 
and  Peter  got  into  the  boat,  the 
wind  that  had  made  traveling  in 
the  boat  so  hard  stopped  blow¬ 
ing.  At  once  the  Twelve  recog- 


hates,  pray  for  the  strength  to  be 
truthful. 

Tell  the  truth  (Eph.  4:25). 
Paul  described  the  life  of  good 
works.  He  urged  the  people  to 
put  off  the  old  man  and  to 
embrace  a  new  lifestyle.  This 
teaching  could  be  compared  to 
taking  off  the  old,  tattered 
clothes  and  putting  on  new 
clothes.  Paul  outlined  six  defi¬ 
nite  ways  in  which  Christians 
change  from  the  old  to  the  new. 
Guess  which  action  he  named 
first?  "Let  each  one  of  you  speak 
truth  with  his  neighbor" 
(Eph.4:25a).  Yes,  believers  are  to 
turn  from  lying  to  telling  the 
truth.  To  be  truthful  reflects  a 
Godly  life.  To  be  deceitful 
reflects  a  life  set  apart  from  God 
and  leads  only  to  destruction. 

Because  God  hates  lies.  He 
commands  us  to  stop  doing  it. 
Because  lies  destroy  lives,  then 
let  us  commit  to  being  truthful 
in  every  aspect  of  our  lives. 

Douglas  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Columbus. 


cally  seem  captivated  by  all  the 
activity.  The  secret— -to  a 
Christian's  happiness  though  is 
in  keeping  surrendered  to  the 
things  of  God  regardless  of  the 
season.  Like  Mary,  to  accept 
God's  design  for  our  lives  is  to 
accept  the  blessedness  and  joy  of 
knowing  our  lives  too  can  be 
used  by  God.  From  the  great  to 
the  small,  God  has  a  plan  for  his 
children  that  he  will  reveal, 
direct  and  bless.  We  can  know  it 
by  asking  God  to  reveal  it  and  we 
can  find  it  by  going  to  his  Word. 

Why  not  ask  for  such  a  gift 
from  God  right  now?  No  greater 
gift  is  worth  having  at  this  sea¬ 
son  of  the  year.  To  know  God's 
will  is  to  know  God's  loving 
grace  for  all  the  challenges.  To 
surrender  to  that  will  is  to  walk 
into  a  quality  of  life  that  Jesus 
described  as  "abundant"  (John 
10:10).  Welcome  God's  abun¬ 
dant  gift  for  your  life! 

Phillips  is  vaster,  North 
Greenwood  Church,  Greenwood. 


nized  that  this  Jesus  whom  they 
had  been  following  had  much 
greater  power  and  authority  than 
they  had  realised.  Their  instant 
response  was  to  fall  down  and 
worship  Jesus.  In  a  moment  their 
spiritual  maturity  increased  dra¬ 
matically,  for  they  were  con¬ 
vinced  of  Jesus'  great  power. 

Some  people  are  spiritually 
immature  ana  never  get  over  it. 
This  was  true  for  many  in  Jesus 
hometown  of  Nazareth.  It  also 
seems  to  have  been  true  for 
Hc:od.  Others,  such  as  the 
Twelve,  were  able  to  take  in  new 
revelations  and  incorporate 
them  into  their  faith.  They  were 
able  to  let  their  lack  of  faith  be 
transformed  into  faith  by  God's 
mighty  acts.  Most  people  are 
much  like  the  Twelve  in  their 
spiritual  lives,  sometimes  up 
and  sometimes  down.  God  is 
interested  in  gradual  growth 
that  strengthens  the  individual's 
relationship  with  him.  Use 
unbelief  and  doubt  construc¬ 
tively  to  grow  in  your  faith. 

Bishop  teaches  philosophy  and  ' 
religion  at  Jones  County  Junior 
College,  Ellisville. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute 
to  others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and 
helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully 
designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect, 
those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special 
friends. 
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Mrs.  Sue  H.  McLain 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  Ha  thorn 
Ms.  Deborah  F  Haimaker 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leamon  Street 
Ms.  Lillian  F.  Smith 
Mrs.  Margaret  S.  McLaurin 
Mrs.  Sylvia  Hammett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Dunaway 
Ms.  Ida  Mae  McLendon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Shelton 
Mrs.  Mable  McNeal 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  S  Bunch 
Mrs.  Shirley  Meadows 
Mr  A  Mrs  W.  W  Kelly  Jr 
Mr.  Jon  F.  Meek 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richie  Defenbaugh 
Mr.  Ralph  Merchant 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Joel  L  Hale 
Mrs.  Catherine  Milam 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richie  Defenbaugh 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B  W.  Passer 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wade  H  Roberts 
Mrs.  Vamell  Roberts  Miller 
Mr.  Mike  Daughdnll 
Mr.  James  Sherman  Minnis  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  McDonald 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ben  H.  Hinton 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Norman  Crochet 


Mr  A  Mrs  James  E  Ham 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jem  E.  Baker 
Mrs  May  del  I  King 
Mamie  Sims 

Mr.  W  ilbur  Grant  Moak 

Hurley  Baptist  Church 

Mrs.  Bessie  Mooney 

Ora  Baptist  Church 
Mrs  Bal  Mobley 

Ms.  May  belle  Moore 
Crenshaw  Baptist  Church 

Mrs.  Lecta  Maude  Morgan 
Mr  &  Mrs  Robert  J.  Crowe 
Mr  A  Mrs  Gary  Crowe 
Mr  A  Mrs  Hugh  F  Shaw 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Lamar  Kimbrough 
Mr  A  Mrs  Harry  M  Plunk 
Ms  Lelia  Jackson 
Miss  Connie  Jackson 
Mr  &  Mrs  J  W  Flurry 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Billy  J.  Flurry 
Mr  A  Mrs  Glen  Flurry 
Mr  &  Mrs  Dave  Hanelson 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Bruce  V  Strohminger 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Clay  R.  Campbell 
Mr  A  Mrs.  L.  C  Jackson 
Mrs  Noma  M  Fox 
Mr.  Howard  Modes 
Ms.  Ireu  W.  Graham 
Mr.  Vester  Moss 
Fust  BC  Bethany  Sunday  School 
Class 

Mr.  Thomas  Mown 
Mr  A  Mrs  Joe  Skee  Jr 
Mrs  Imogenc  L  Penn 

Mr.  J.  J.  Myers 
Mrs  Essie  Mae  Meyers 
Leon  Nobles 
Ms  Amy  C  Beard 
Mrs.  Nola  O'Neal 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Ronnie  Buchanan 
Dr.  A  Mrs  G  E  Cnck 
Mr.  A  Mrs  L  C  Ellis 
Ms.  Elizabeth  Gray 
Mr  A  Mrs  Travis  Gray 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Richard  C  Karrer 
Ms.  Gail  Pace 
Ms  Billie  McCully 
Mr.  BlUy  Parson 
Ms.  Dorns  H  Rickner 
Mbs  Hannah  Patterson 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Benton  R  Patterson 
Mr.  L.  D.  Jr.  Patton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  C.  Gay 
Andrew  Holcomb  Pearce 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  A.  Baker 
Mr.  George  Pickett 
Mrs.  Craig  A.  Reynolds 
Mrs.  Zula  Pierce 
Temple  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Charles  Rav  Pigott 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Jep  S.  Brock 
Ms.  Patricia  Pilechie 
Mrs.  E.  E  Blakemore 
Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Pittman 
Telephone  Pioneers  of  America 
Mrs.  Emma  Bell  Powell 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Paul  Dew 
Mr.  A  Mrs  H.  G  Powell 
Ms.  Emily  Powell 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Mom*  H  McCaffrey 


Mr.  Clarence  Sr.  Qualls 

Lauderdale  County  Baptist  As«* 

Mr.  kermh  R.  Ray 

Mr  A  Mrs  Lewyl  Cockertum 

Mrs.  Annie  Laura  Ray 

Re\  £  Mrs  Howard  T 
Scarborough 

Mrs.  Carmen  Briscoe  Rigby 

Ms.  kathenne  Mellon 
Mr.  V  W.  Russell 
Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Fred  M.  Russell 
Mr  &  Mrs  Frank  O^Crosthw  ait  Jr 
Mrs.  Lank  Russell 
Mr  &  Mrs  E  H  Scruggs 
Ms.  Ruth  Rutledge 
Broussard.  Bush,  and  Hur^t 
Ms.  Ruth  Hollands*  orth  Rutledge 
Mrs.  William  R  Jacks* hi 
Mrs.  Bernice  Naming 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bill  McKimon 
Rev  A  Mrs  William  F  Evans 
Rev.  Glen  Schilling 
Mr  A  Mrs.  G  L  Alexander 
Mr.  Leo  Scott 

Mr  £  Mrs  Delbert  L  Hayne* 

Mr.  H.  B.  Shirley 
Ms.  Josie  L.  Shanks 
Mrs.  Dement  Shirley 
Mr  A  Mrs.  T  W’  Moffett 
Mrs.  Ervene  Shumate 
Rev  £  Mrs  William  F  Evan* 
Mrs.  Eugene  McCraw  Shumate 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mrs.  Clarence  Simmons 
Mr  £  Mrs  Paul  J  Jaggan 
Mrs.  Vivian  Simmons 
Mr  £  Mrs  Leroy  Thomas 
Mr.  £  Mrs  C  W.  Capps  Jr 
Mrs  Virginia  B  Carpenier 
Mr.  J.  D.  Sims 
Mrs  Rubenia  S  Hardin 
Mr.  Edward  Jr.  Smith 
Mrs.  Edie  Williams 
Mr.  J.  Leon.  Jr.  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  C.  C.  Kmghi 
Mr.  Melvin  Smith 
Ms  Julia  Mullins 
Ms.  Avis  Louise  Mullins 
Mrs.  Thelma  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Lawrence  A  Gnemi 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Peacock 
Mrs.  Winnk  Belle  Smith 
Mrs  Imogene  L.  Penn 
Ms.  Alma  S.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  R  Rogers 
Ms.  Ruth  Alice  Wooten  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ward  N  Jackson 
Ms.  Thelma  McDaniel  Smith 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Ward  N  Jackson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Snider 
Mr  &  Mrs  Leo  Scruggs 
Mr.  James  Stanfield 
Bov  ma  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Marvin  Earl  Steele 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  Hobbs 
Mr.  Marvin  Lee  Steele 
Ms.  Fern  Pattie 
Ms  Dixie  Pattie 
Mrs.  Claudia  Steek 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  M  Causey 


Hay  Stephens 

Mr  £  Mrs  Bill  McKimon 
Mrv  O.  R.  Stewart 
Mr  £  Mrs  J  C  Vaughn 
\lr.  Charik  Stooe 
V!s  Oma  L  Lupo 
Mr.  James  Stribling 
Vlr  John  B  Robertson  Jr 
Mrv  \urk  Stricklin 
Mrs  George  E  Hart  Jr 
Mr.  Jay  Stubbs 
Mr  £  Mrs  J  B  Coleman  Jr 
Mr.  Sfexen  Tamms 
Mrs  E^€  Blakemore 
Ms.  Angehne  Tate 
Mr  £  Mrs  Thomas  R  Baylesv 
Ms.  DoUk  Ann  Tate 
Mrs  Jane  F  Carter 
Mrv  Marcella  B.  Taylor 
Vlr  £  Mrs  Jim  R  Richmond 
Mr  &  Mrs  G  W  Rolhnson 
Ms  RavanellT  Sterling 
Dr  £  Mrs  Isaac  D  Broussard 
Mr  £  Mrs  Robert  M  Causey 
Mr  £  Mrs  Victor  T  Fairbum 
Mrs  John  Faltis 
Ms  Niki  Fattts 
Vlr  £  Mrs  Larry  Pappus 
Ms  Frances  F  Skenoens 
Mr  £  Mrs  John  Zou/oukis 
Vlr  £  Mrs  George  Zou/oukis 
Xndy  Trmpkton 
Vlr  and  Mrs  Steve  Bingham 
Vlr.  Leon  Tew  ( 

Mr*.  J  B  Bailey 
Mr.  G.  T.  Thames 
Mr  £  Mr*  John  McHann 
Vlr  £  Mrs  Leon  C  McWilliams 
Honorable  Janne  Thomas 
Neil  £  Zekie  McKenzie 
Mr.  John  Thomas 
Vis  Elizabeth  Giardma  C raw  ford 
Mrv  Dorothy  Thomas 
Vlrs  Mary  Womack 
Mrv  Grace  Thomas 
Ms  Nancy  W.  Bryan 
Mv  Janne  Thomas 
Mr  £  Mrs  George  F  Pettey 
Mrv  Bessie  Thompson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Paul  D  Allen 
Mr  A  Mrs  B  L  Harlan 
Mr  £  Mrs  Clayton  James 
Mrs  F  L  James 
Mv  Bessie  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  B  Barlow 
Mr  &  Mrs  C  C  Knight 
Mr.  Ben  Thonrton 
Mrs  Ruby  H  Wachter 
Mr  £  Mrs  Dennis  Stevens 
Mr  A  Mrs  J  F  Stevens 
Mrv  Opal  Thrasher 
Mr  £  Mrs  Alton  L  Fields 
Mr.  Cly  de  Ttadk 
Mr  £  Mrs  Terry  Champion 
Mr  £  Mrs  Percy  Peeler 
Mr  £  Mrs  Mtchael  Peeler 
Dr  Jerry  M  Row  zee 
Gene  W.  Row  zee 
Betty  £  Albert  Simmons 
Vera  Mv  Tribble 
Mr  £  Mrs  John  Champion 


Mv  Mattk  Lee  Tubervilk 

Mr  £  Vlrs  Clyde  David  Brooks 
dona  Th<»mas 

Mrv  Ruth  B.  I  tz 

Mr  £  Mrs  James  T  Ballard 

Mrs.  (Mix*  Wade 

Mr  £  Sirs  Paul  H  Stankv 
Mr  £  Mrs  On*  T  Marshall  Jr 

Rev.  James  Walker 

.  Noxapater  Baptist  Church 
Mrs  Edie  Williams 

Mr.  John  William  WaHer 

Mr  £  Mrs  Leo  McDonald 

Mv  Sonya  Walters 

Dr  Jack  Q  Causes 

Miss  Zadeen  Walton 

Dr  £  Mrs  .?  M  Brock  Jr 
Mr  £  Mrs  Noman  Fountain 
Mrs  Mattie  L  lame' 

Mrs.  Nell  Watson 
Ms  Rebecca  M  Brown 
Mr  Wayne  G  TynesJr 
Mv  \rtk  Jane  Weathers 
Mrs  Lynn  G  Johnson 
Mr  Hank  Nonmd 
Mr.  Richard  Webb 
Mr.  £  Mrs  Eugene  Culpepper 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr  £  Mrs  Joe  Skee  Jr 
Mv  Annk  Belle  Wells 
Lauderdale  County  Baptist  Ass 
Mr.  Ray  Whelan  Jr. 

Mrs  Rosalie  H  Brown 
Mrs  Margaret  Williams 
Mrs.  Betsy  W  hite 
Ms  Nan  H  Maddox 
Mrs.  Earl  White 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Herman  W  bitten 
Mrs  Ora  May  S  Green 
Vlr.  Murray  W  bitten 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc 
Cascilla  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Bobby  Wiggins 
Vlr  £  Mrs  Jimmie  E  Poole 
Mr.  Bitty  W  illiams 
Mr  £  Mrs  Windel  Pickering 
Mr.  Mark  Ralph  W  illiams 
Mr  £  Mrs  Ralph  P  Williams 
Mrv  Ruth  Williams 
Mr  £  Mrs  Lynn  I.  Beall 
Chateau  Ridgeland 
Mr.  Kenneth  W  illiamson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Frank  Gowan 
Mv  Lauren  W  ilHford 
Vlr  £  Mrs.  D  Neil  Hams 
Mr.  Sam  F.  Wimberly 
Mr  £  Mrs  U»hn  J  Miller 
Mrv  l.eola  M.  Withers 
Mr.  £  Mrs  E  L  Crecir- 
Mrv  Lillian  Wolfe 
Mr  £  Mrs  Charles  S.  Davis 
Mr  Charles  W  Holmes 
Mv  Ann  W  right 
Crenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  S.  E-  Yelverton 
Mrs  Polly  M  Frazier 
Mrv  Nannk  M.  Young 
Ms  Karen  M  £  Jem  Johnson 


The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  Board  of  Trustees  met  for  its 
quarterly  board  meeting  recently.  New  officers  were  elected. 


Billy  Pyron  of  Pyron  Furniture 
Company  in  Natchez  was  elected 
president  for  1997  and  Ruth 
Thomas,  Consultant  with  her  hus¬ 
band  in  Clinton,  was  elected  vice- 
president.  Not  pictured  is  secretary, 
Charlie  Miller.  Following  the  meet¬ 
ing,  service  pins  were  presented  at 
the  annual  Christmas  luncheon. 


Kelly  Pyron  (right),  retired  from  the  Pyron 
Furniture  company  in  Natchez,  was  awarded 
his  35  year  service  pin  for  his  years  of  service 
on  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  BCV.  Also  pic¬ 
tured  is  Billy  Pyron. 


Tom  Winstead,  (right)  of  Clinton  who  is 
retired  from  Veterans  Affairs  received  his  6- 
years  service  pin.  Pictured  with  Winstead  is 
Executive  Director,  Ronny  Robinson  (left)  and 
Alabel  Wiser,  Intake  Social  Worker  for  The 
Baptist  Children's  Village. 


Paul  Nunnery  pictured  with  wife, 
Dorothy,  received  his  40-vears  ser¬ 
vice  pin.  Paul  was  a  Board  member 
for  The  BCV  before  serving  as 
Executive  Director  for  nearly  30 
years.  Nunnery  continues  his  service 
to  this  ministry  as  Legal  Counsel. 
(Nunnery  has  compiled  a  history  of 
the  BCV  ministry.  For  information 
about  copies  call  Chrystelle  Thames 
at  601 -922-224 2. 


Directo/ received  his  15-years  ser-  jjmmy  Hollingsworth,  (right)  Delta  Gary  Parker,  (left!  Trustmark  Banker  of  Jim  Alford,  pastor  baptist 

vice  pin  for  combined  years  of  ser-  planter  of  Hollandale  received  his  20-  Brandon  received  his  10-years  service  pin.  Church,  Tupelo  r^eived  his  1-^earservi« 
vice  as  board  member  and  Executive  year5  service  pin.  Pictured  with  Pictured  with  parker  is  Wiser  and  Robinson.  prn.  Pictured  with  Alford  is  Robinson  and 
Director.  Pictured  with  Robinson  is  Hollingsworth  are  Robinson  and  Wiser.  Wiser. 

Alabel  Wiser,  BCV  staff  member.  _ _ _ _ _ 


Nursing  home  residents  receive  heavenly  book 


By  Sharon  White 

The  Meridian  Star ' 


Editor's  note:  Retired  pastor  that  started  in  May  over  the 
Carles s  Evans  and  Paula  Moore  1,000  book-mark.-3-  ~  — 
direct  Ebenezer  Ministries  in  So  far,  nursing  homes  in 
Bailey.  Since  the  following  article  Meridian;  York,  Ala.;  and 
'was  published  earlier  this  year ,  Newton  have  received  copies. 
more  than  2,000  copies  of  their  Requests,  Evans  said,  nave 
book,  "All  about  Eieaven"  have  been  coming  in  from  other 
been  distributed  in  nursing  homes  nursing  homes  in  the  area, 
across  Mississippi.  Reprinted  by  totaling  1,000  more  requests. 
permission  of  "The  Meridian  "We  know  of  no  otner  min- 
Star,"  copyright  1996.  istry  like  this,"  said  several 

local  pastors  who  also  use  the 
Because  Carless  Evans  want-  book  for  a  reference  source, 
ed  to  share  the  good  news  of  "I  want  to  minister  to  the 
God,  he  published  a  book  needs  of  my  people,  for  most  of 
called  "All  About  Heaven."  them  will  leave  here  with  their 
The  book  was  a  complete  next  stop  being  heaven,"  said  a 
success,  having  sold  hundreds  Marion  County  (nursing  home) 
of  copies  in  local  stores  and  to  administrator.  "I  can  feed, 
local  residents.  clothe,  and  house  my  residents. 

That  wasn't  enough  for  the  but  only  God  can  give  the  hope 
retired  pastor,  who  wants  of  a  better  life  and  eternity," 
everyone  to  know  what  to  added  another, 
expect  when  they  reach  the  "Heaven,  that  is  where  I'm 
pearly  gates.  going,"  said  an  87-year-old  res- 

The  book,  co-authored  by  ident  at  one  of  the  homes  where 
Paula  Moore,  is  being  distrib-  the  book  was  distributed.  "This 
uted  free  of  charge  to  nursing  book  gives  me  hope  for  a  better 
home  residents  throughout  east  life,  and  I  thank  God,"  she 
Mississippi  and  west  Alabama,  added. 


Carless  Evans  (standing,  left)  and  Paula  Moore  (standing,  right), 
directors  of  Ebenezer  Ministries  in  Bailey,  present  a  copy  of  "All 
about  Heaven"  to  Helen  Phillips,  a  resident  of  Kemper  County 
Nursing  Home  in  DeKalb.  Ebenezer  Ministries  is  endeavoring  to 
place  the  book  with  as  many  east  Mississippi  and  west  Alabama 
nursing  home  residents  as  possible.  (Special  photo) 


"This  book  answers  ques-  nursing  home  administrators 
tions  my  mother  asked  me  in  representing  11  counties  in  Ala. 
the  few  months  before  she  on  "The  Spiritual  Needs  of  a 
died,"  said  one  man  whose  Nursing  Home  Resident." 
mother  was  a  nursing  home  For  more  information,  con- 
patient.  tact  Ebenezer  Ministries  at  P.O. 

On  Friday,  Evans  said  he  Box  45,  Bailey,  MS  39320-0045. 
plans  to  speak  to  a  group  of  Telephone:  (601)  737-2240. 


NAC  COMING  AGAIN! 


Acteens  leaders  from  24  state  conventions  and  Woman's 
Missionary  Union,  SBC,  met  recently  to  begin  planning  for  the 
1 998  National  Acteens  Convention  (NAC).  The  convention,  which 
drew  some  14,000  participants  in  1994,  will  be  held  July  1-4, 
1998,  at  the  Kentucky  Fair  and  Exposition  Center  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  The  leaders  hope  the  convention  will  help  Acteens 
know  their  value  to  God  and  others,  the  importance  of  their  rela¬ 
tionship  to  God,  and  the  significance  of  living  a  Christian  lifestyle. 


Bibliocipher 
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S|G  EQIPJUOUG  PQRTT 
HRTT  I L | B  AQU  BRXU  |S 
AQU  TICW  PQRTT  CU. 
PROUW. 

GJXRBP  AUB:  AQVGAUUB 


Clue:  V  equals  I 

Have  tun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  kniHvledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
tseen  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  lohn  One  Twelve. 


Pictured  with  state  convention  identification,  are  (back  row, 
from  left):  Penny  Powers,  Dakotas;  Connie  Dixon,  New  Mexico; 
Jeannine  Zaiger,  Colorado;  Karen  Mendenhall,  California;  Sandra 
Tapp,  Maryland/Delaware;  Barbara  Galloway,  Georgia;  Pam 
Smith,  Virginia;  Jan  Turrentine,  WMU,  SBC;  (second  row,  from 
left))  Julie  Keith,  Kentucky;  Betty  Flatt,  KansaVNebraska;  Phyllis 
Adams,  New  York;  Doris  Bane,  Wyoming;  Angela  Lowe,  Arkansas; 
Sharon  Lipps,  Ohio;  Robin  Keels,  Illinois;  June  Weaver,  West 
Virginia;  Mary  Scott,  Indiana;  Jill  Potter,  Michigan;  Becky  Nelson, 
WMU,  SBC;  (front  row,  from  left))  Sarah  Groves,  WMU,  SBC; 
Amanda  Day,  Tennessee;  Rebekah  Duke,  Virginia  intern;  Joanne 
Gueck,  British  Columbia;  Dee  Hodges,  Alaska;  Edna  Gilliland, 
Arizona;  Sharon  Thompson,  Florida;  Kathy  Scott,  Missouri;  Cindy 
Gaskins,  Texas*  (Southern  Baptist  Convention  WMU  photo  by 
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